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ABB R E V I AT I ON S
AND A C R ONY M S
ACP
ACS 		
AIDS
ANG		

African, Caribbean and Pacific states
Association of Caribbean States
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
Antillean Guilder

BAK
Basel
		
BTP

Department of the Interior and Kingdom Relations
The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal
Bureau for Telecommunication and Postal services

CANTO
CARA
CARICOM
CBCS
CBD
CBS
CFATF
CFT
CHD
CITES		
CMS		
COPD		
COTA
CPS		
CSO
CTO
CTU 		

Caribbean Association of National Telecommunication Organizations
Chronische Aspecifieke Respiratoire Aandoeningen = COPD)
Caribbean Community
Central Bank of Curaçao and Sint Maarten
(“CBD”, Cartagena) = Convention On Biological Diversity
Central Bureau of Statistics of the former Netherland Antilles
Caribbean Financial Action Task Force Agency
College Financieel Toezicht (Council for Financial Supervision)
Community Help Desk
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
Convention on Migratory Species
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
Caribbean Organization Tax Administrators
Collective Prevention Services
Civil Society Organizations
Caribbean Tourism Organization
Caribbean Telecommunication Union

DART		
DCNA		
DCOMM		
DevInfo

Dengue Action Response Team
Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance
Department of Communications
Development Information System (St. Maarten equivalent is Sint Maarten Info)

ECFS
ECLAC		
ECYS
ERDF
EDF
EG		
EMIS		
EPI
EPIC		
EU		

East Caribbean Fiber System
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth and Sports Affairs
European Regional Development Fund
European Development Fund
Experts’ Group
Education Management Information System
Expanded  Program on Immunization
Environmental Protection in the Caribbean
European Union

GCN
GEBE

Global Caribbean Network
Gemeenschappelijke Energiebedrijf Bovenwindse Eilanden – Sint Maarten utility and
water company
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GDP		
GIS		
GNI		

Gross Domestic Product
Geographic Information System
Gross National Income

HAVO
HIV

Hoger Algemeen Voortgezet Onderwijs (Advanced Secondary Education l)
Human Immunodeficiency Virus

ICCAT		
ICT		
IVB 		

The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
Information and Communications TechnologY
Institutional Capacity Strengthening

KABP

Knowledge, Attitude, Behavior and Perception study

LDC		

Least Developed Countries

MAC		
MAF
MARPOL
MDGs		
MR		
MMR		
MNO
MOT

Marine Assistance and Control Unit
MDG Acceleration Framework
Marine Pollution
Millennium Development Goals
Mortality Rate
Maternal Mortality Ratio
MNO Vervat Sint Maarten NV (a private construction company)
Financial Intelligence Unit

NIPA		
NDP		
NGO
NIPA		

National Institute for Professional Advancement
National Development Plan
Non-Governmental Organizations
National Institute for Professional Advancement

OAD		
OCTs		
OCTA		
OCJS 		
ODA
OECD
OM
ORs

Overseas Association Decision
Overseas Countries and Territories
Overseas Countries and Territories Association
Educational and Youth program
Official Development Assistance
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
Openbare Ministerie (Attorney General)
French Outmost Regions

PAHO
PHD		
PJIA		
PRS		

Pan American Health Organization
Public Health Department
Princess Juliana International Airport
Poverty Reduction Strategy

Ramsar		
R3I
RIVM
RCLAC		

Convention On Wetlands of International Importance
Regional Risk Reduction Initiative
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (The Netherlands)
Regional Centre for Latin America and the Caribbean

S4		
SAF
SAMOA
SBDF
SDG		
SEI		
SER		
SHTA		
SIDS		

Student Support Services
Sint Maarten Aids Foundation
SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (Pathway)
Small Business Development Fund
Sustainable Development Goals
Social and Economic Initiatives
Social Economic Council
Sint Maarten Hospitality and Trade Association
Small Island Developing States
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SLA		
SLAC
SLS		
SME		
SPAW		
STA		
STAT		
STIs		
SUNFED
SVOBE
SXM		

Service Level Agreement
Simpson Bay Lagoon Authority Corporation
Sint Maarten Laboratory Services
Small and Medium Enterprises
Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife protocol
Sint. Maarten Tourism Authority
Department of Statistics
Sexually Transmitted Infections
Sint Maarten United NGO Federation
Foundation of Secondary Education in the Windward Islands
Sint Maarten

TAO
TB		
TELEM		
TEZVT
TSIS 		

Territorial Authorizing Officers
Tuberculosis
Sint Maarten Telecommunications Group of Companies
Ministry of Tourism, Economic Affairs, Traffic and Telecommunication
Tourism Statistical Information System

UN		
UNDP		
UNESCO
USM		
USONA
UTS		

United Nations
United Nations Development Program
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
University of Sint Maarten
Uitvoeringsorgaan Stichting Ontwikkeling Nederlandse Antillen  (Foundation for Execution of development programs and projects)
Utilities Telecom Services

YHC		

Youth Health Care

VSA		
VSBO		
VROMI		
VWO

Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labor
Preparatory Secondary Vocational Education
Ministry of Public Housing, Spatial Planning, Environment and Infrastructure
Voortgezet Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs (Advanced Secondary Education)

WSSD		
WYC

World Summit on Sustainable Development
White and Yellow Foundation
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As Prime Minister, it is a privilege to
produce the second and final progress
report on the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) for Sint Maarten.

As the MDGs agenda is about to end in 2015, and with the ushering of a new era focusing on Sustainable Development Goals, Sint Maarten takes great pride in the
progress it has achieved in accomplishing the eight specific MDGs. The progress
is by no means a simple feat. Sint Maarten assumed responsibility for implementing the MDGs very recently - in 2010 – upon becoming an autonomous constituent
country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands. With the publication of the first
MDGs report in 2011, a MDGs work group was established. This was composed
of representatives of relevant ministries in conjunction with NGOs, and was entrenched with the task to monitor the implementation of MDGs; the work group
utilized 2013 - 2014 data applicable to Sint Maarten based on Caribbean targets
and indicators.
According to the first report, Sint Maarten was on track to achieving MDGs on six
of the eight goals. However, the report found that MDG 1 (eradicating extreme poverty and hunger) and MDG 7 (ensuring environmental sustainability) posed challenges. I believe the country is still on track. However, a major challenge is verifying
actual progress in achieving the MDGs, due to the current state of statistical data
on Sint Maarten. Much of the data has yet to be transferred into digital format thus
making the job of collecting, verifying and validating information more onerous
than it ought to be. One of the country’s strategies is to introduce programmatic
governance under a National Development Plan to modernize the management
of statistical data; the aim is to centralize data under a Development Information
(DevInfo) data base system. By the end of 2015, most of the data relevant to MDGs
and Sustainable Development Goals will be aligned to indicators in digital form.

undp sint maarten

foreword

In addition to modernizing statistical information, the Government of Sint Maarten has agreed
to implement the MDG Acceleration Framework
(MAF) by developing a MDG Country Action Plan
(MAF 2014-2018). This is to accelerate progress
on the two goals, “eradicating extreme poverty
and hunger (MDG 1)” and “ensuring environmental sustainability (MDG 7)” that are reported to be
lagging. The National Action Plan has been completed. The plan is focused on sustainable community development and envisaged to contribute
to poverty reduction and environmental sustainability on Sint Maarten.

same time and establish a connection between
the two goals as well as the first to address sustainable development. Importantly, the Sint Maarten
MDG Country Action Plan was the result of interministerial cooperation supported by UNDP and
had been developed under the leadership of the
Department of the Interior and Kingdom Relations in collaboration with related ministries,
NGOs, CSOs and the private sector.

I am especially pleased to report that the Sint
Maarten  MDG “Country” Action Plan is the first
worldwide for a number of reasons. It is the first
to accelerate progress on two MDG goals at the

The Government of Sint Maarten continues to
promote the sustainable development of the
country according to internationally agreed goals
and to fully embrace the post 2015 development
agenda. We will do this in collaboration with national and international partners, civil society,
NGOs, community based organizations, and private sector.

William V. Marlin, Prime Minister of Sint Maarten
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A newly self-governing country within
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the
Government of Sint Maarten has embarked
upon an ambitious and visionary path to
sustainable development.
Cognizant that human development is a necessary and immediate goal for the
people of Sint Maarten, the government entered into a strategic partnership with
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to incorporate the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) into its national development agenda. The
MDGs are emblematic of a people-centered, human rights based approach to development.  In keeping with global best practice, Sint Maarten has engaged in a
wide range of activities including democratic dialogue sessions in collaboration
with the government, the private sector and other local and global stakeholders
on the island, fostering national ownership and leadership in realizing the MDGs.
Sint Maarten has achieved six of the eight MDGs. A notable challenge however, existing in Sint Maarten and the wider Caribbean, is the lack of critical data to inform
policy making. The Millennium Development Goals Report 2015 notes that there
is a need for “strengthening statistical capacity and improving statistical methodologies and information systems at both national and international levels.” Data
management - timely collection, analysis and recording - are integral to monitoring the efforts of the government in achieving the MDGs as it provides evidence
on the efficiency and effectiveness of interventions and identifies whether there
is a need to modify approaches in response to challenges. The UN System has emphasized in its general report on the MDGs that “what gets measured gets done”;
UNDP will continue to collaborate with the Government of Sint Maarten to build
capacity in robust data management.

undp sint maarten

foreword

This incisive report chronicles the successes,
challenges and lessons learnt in achieving the
MDGs in Sint Maarten. It also highlights the valuable partnerships that have been forged to advance the MDGs. More importantly, the report
underscores that there is still work to be done. In
celebrating the success of initiatives, I urge that
we remain steadfast in our efforts to advance
the MDGs and eschew complacency. As we look
ahead to the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs), which will be adopted in September 2015,
UNDP remains committed to working with the
Government of Sint Maarten to accelerate progress on the MDGs, utilize the lessons detailed in
this report and implement and localize the SDGs.
We offer our unwavering support as Sint Maarten
endeavors, in the words of UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, “to build a future of justice and
hope and a life of dignity for all.”

Richard Blewitt
United Nations Resident Coordinator & UNDP Resident Representative
Trinidad & Tobago, Suriname, Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten.
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

This report provides an update on Sint Maarten’s
progress towards achieving the MDGs by

1. providing an understanding of why Sint Maarten is on track for achieving some
goals while lagging behind on others, as well as identifying bottlenecks and providing examples of good practices that have accelerated progress to achieving
the MDGs; and
2. producing a report summarizing the findings in support of  the Government of
Sint Maarten, together with development partners, as they put in place policy
plans that target and address key constraints, while simultaneously scaling up
successes and enabling accelerated progress to achieving the MDGs.
This MDG report can serve as a guide to formulating policies and programmes
that will continue to achieve development goals beyond 2015. The report focuses
on the interventions and challenges that the Sint Maarten society encounters in
working towards these goals. This requires a new pact amongst all stakeholders
and a deeper understanding of the constraints to achieving the goals and monitoring success.
Caribbean targets and indicators have been set to measure Sint Maarten’s progress to 2015. However, a major constraint to measuring effective progress is the
poor state of data in Sint Maarten. Identifying, collecting and validating data became the major activity of the MDG work group. By the end of 2014, approximately 30 percent of data on MDG targets and indicators was sufficiently organized in
order to contribute to this report. Consequently, this report presents a synopsis on MDGs progress, highlighting the main issues, challenges and solutions in
achieving them.
For more information, please visit our website www.sintmaartengov.org or write
us at nationaldevelopment@sintmaartengov.org

undp sint maarten
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Key national milestones
and their influence
on the country’s
development agenda
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MDG 1

Eradicate extreme poverty
and hunger

undp sint maarten

chapter 1/ mdg 1

Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities
that constitutes to a violation of human dignity
and human rights”
(UN, year report 1998; as quoted by Gordon 2005)

Foreword
The 2011 MDG report of Sint Maarten and Curaçao indicated that Sint Maarten
was suffering from pockets of poverty at the very least. The US$1.25 per day poverty line is not applicable to Sint Maarten. The Sint Maarten poverty line is under
development by the Statistical Department (STAT) and projected to be completed by the fourth quarter of 2015. A number of surveys must be completed in order to properly identify what are considered necessities for the poverty line and
eradicating poverty on Sint Maarten. As a possible solution for measuring Target
1, it was decided that the minimum wage would be used as a temporary index for
the poverty line. However with no confirmed poverty line, it was impossible to
ascertain the size of the population living in poverty in a Sint Maarten context.
Additionally, it was difficult to conclude whether the poverty typology had been
absolute or relative.
As a result, the decision was made to research poverty on Sint Maarten; a poverty
situation analysis was conducted in 2012 (Pooran-Fleming, 2012). The analysis
identified various socio-economic factors related to relative poverty that could
be causing persons to live precariously on Sint Maarten. These factors include
chronic diseases, ignorance, dependency, apathy, lack of equity, and lack of accountability. There are related challenges, which impede a shift out of poverty:

19
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•
•

•
•

•

•

the relationship between medical insurance
and employment;
the fact that shantytowns are growing in
size and population (KAW architecten en adviseurs, 2012). The residents of these shantytowns are both nationals and non-nationals;   
the increasing number of persons seeking social assistance from Social Services \2011);
the identification that religion has a strong
hold on a large percentage of the population,
and the consistent grouping of needy followers may be spiraling negative emotions of despair, low morale and lack of empowerment
(For A Change, 2012);
the fact that a number of neighborhoods
continue to decline, with evidence of dirty
and unsanitary living conditions, poor infrastructure, , low-incomes, low literacy and
education, and fragmented social support
networks (CBS year report, 2010 and,    
an increase in   number of food pantries
and feeding programmes being offered by
churches, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army
and other NGOs and service clubs

Research into poverty remains ongoing. This includes the establishment of a poverty line(s) by
the end of 2015. This poverty line(s) will be accompanied by a set of minimum income standards
that concur with the list of social needs identified
in 2014. There are identified social needs divided
into the following the categories: food, adequate
housing, clothing and footwear, regular home
maintenance, education, health coverage, payment for utility services, personal care, transportation, ownership of personal communication
devices, safety, financial security to cover unforeseen expenses.- and a monthly savings.

Introduction
Sint Maarten is an island territory of 34 km2, with
population of 38,247. It has a GDP per capita of
ANG. 50.600 an illiteracy rate of 4 percent and a
population density of 1147 per km2 (EU, European
Union, year report, 2015).
MDG 1 has a focus on the weight of children under
the age of five. Youth Health Care (YHC), which
falls under the Department of Collective Prevention Services (CPS), is tasked with the periodical
control of infants, toddlers and school-age children. There is the Baby aby Clinic for children
from birth to four years of age where the children
get regular check-ups, vaccinations and screening of height and weight. For children ages seven
to seventeen years the school team takes care of
the screening and vaccinations. Patient files have
been used to deduce the required information for
reporting.

Reporting MDG Targets and
Indicators
Employment and Salaries
Being that St. Maarten is a small island and part of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, a $1.25/day poverty line is not realistic. In the absence of a nationally sanctioned poverty line, for the purpose of
this report, families with incomes below the minimum hourly wage will be counted; the minimum
hourly wage amount is ANG 8.75. Most employees work full-time jobs consisting of either 40 or
45 hour working week.

undp sint maarten
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Target 1
Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and HungeR

table 1.1

Target 1. Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than one
dollar a day
Year

Indicators

2011

1.a) Proportion of the population living below the poverty line1

2011

2011

Male

Female

23%

34.1%

2) Proportion of the population living below the poverty line
Male

Female

20.6%

18.8%

1.b) Proportion of employed persons living in households, with a household per capita
income which is below the poverty line
Male

Female

16.1%

22.2%

Monthly incomes below ANG 2000 by gender,
2005, 2007, 2009 and 2011

table 1.2

Categorization

Year

Male

Female

Number of persons whose incomes are ANG2 2000.00 or lower

2005

2,827

3,927

Number of persons whose incomes are ANG 2000.00 or lower

2007

4,518

5,565

Number of persons whose incomes are ANG 2000.00 or lower

2009

3,527

4,573

Number of persons whose incomes are ANG 2000.00 or lower

2011

3,925

4,840

Source: CBS/STAT, Labor Force Survey (’05 –’09), 2011 Census

1.

In the absence of an actual poverty line, minimum wage has been used as the benchmark for
indicating poverty.

2.

Exchange rate: US$ 1.00 is equivalent to ANG 1.80.
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Where productive and decent work for all is concerned, the labor force is made up of women and
men and follows the principle of equal work for
equal pay. Nevertheless, employers continue to
be predominantly men.

pay ANG2000  or less each month. The 2009 figures for men and women that earn salaries within
the low income range show:

Despite having a near equal representation of
men and women in the labor force during each
year shown, women continue to fill more jobs that

b.

a.

Number of males earning ≥ ANG2000  = 3527
(31 percent of the working male population).
Number of females earning ≥ ANG2000 =
4573 (45 percent of the working female population).

Number of employed persons, by employment type, 2011 and 2014

Year

2011

2013

employment type

Proportion of Employed
Persons, by Occupation
Men

Women

Owner/Employer

1,663

162

Permanent Service

5,027

Temporary Service

Total

table 1.3

Proportion of Men and
Women, by Occupation %
Men

Women

1,825

91

9

5,633

10,660

47

53

848

950

1,798

2011

2011

Casual Jobs

417

256

673

2011

2011

Contract

441

595

1,036

2011

2011

Other

101

112

213

2011

2011

Unknown

182

158

340

2011

2011

Owner/Employer

1,007

441

1,448

70

30

Permanent Service

6,002

6,359

12,361

49

51

Temporary Service

1,457

1,550

3,007

48

52

Casual Jobs

797

602

1,399

57

43

Contract

177

123

300

59

41

Other

95

190

285

33

67

Unknown

194

143

337

58

42

Source: Statistical Yearbook 2014

undp sint maarten
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The 2011 figures of men and women that earn salaries within the low income range show:

b.

a.

Number of males earning ≥ ANG20003  = 4625
(48.8 percent of the male working population).

23

Number of males earning ≥ ANG2000  = 5986
(62.0 percent of the male working population).

The figures from 2011 exclude persons with no income.

Gross monthly incomes by gender, 2009 and 2011
2009

table 1.4

Gross Monthly Income of Employed Persons

Total

Men

Women

> 500

125

145

270

501 - 1000

250

738

988

1001 – 2000

3,152

3,690

6,842

2001 – 2500

1,560

1,346

2,906

2501 - 3000

1,061

897

1,958

3001 - 5000

1,950

1,549

3,499

5000 plus

2,044

1,085

3,129

Unknown

1,092

695

1,787

2011

Gross Monthly Income of Employed Persons

Total

Men

Women

1 – 500

580

789

270

501 – 1000

1,232

2,110

988

1001 – 1500

1,378

1,813

6,842

1501 – 2000

1,435

1,274

2,906

2001 – 2500

1,379

1,011

1,958

2501 – 3000

737

570

3,499

3001 – 3500

714

588

3,129

3501 – 4000

219

207

1,787

4001 – 4500

419

306

2,906

4501 – 5000

200

166

1,958

5001 - 7500

541

368

3,499

7501 plus

646

456

3,129

No Income

2,845

4,221

1,787

Source: Statistical Year book 2011 & 2014

3.

This income category is used as it represents the minimum monthly wage/salary.
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Responses to Hunger

Target 2
Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and HungeR

table 1.5

Target 2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger
Indicator 4

Prevalence of underweight children under-five years of age

Indicator 5

Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy consumption

The Government of Sint Maarten lacks sufficient
data to give a clear depiction of hunger on the island.
However, over the past three years several school
breakfast programs have become operational. Four
of the most popular ones were provided by
1.

2.

3.

Collective Prevention Services (CPS) – which
consisted of a breakfast with products from
three to four food groups. An example of
a typical breakfast included a whole-grain
sandwich, a protein source, one serving of
fruit, a yogurt cup, and a bottle of water. This
breakfast program ran from August to December of the 2012 school year; it was a pilot
project commissioned by the Government of
Sint Maarten.
Sunrise Rotary Club – which collects monies
from various sponsors for the provision of
breakfast in four selected schools. According
to the President of the Sunrise Rotary Club (Dr.
Asin V, personal communication, May 4 2015),
the breakfast program is viewed positively by
the teachers in the schools. This initiative remains ongoing in the four schools. Princess
Julianna International Airport (PJIA) – provides a breakfast that is called the “Health fast
breakfast in a box.” This breakfast program is
based on the one provided by Collective Prevention Services and is ongoing.
Community Development, Family and Humanitarian Affairs in collaboration with faithbased organizations and the Sint Maarten
Development Fund is implementing the Social Bank Program – which is a program to
create empowered and developed citizens.
The program targets individuals and families
deemed to be in dire need and provides them

with necessary counseling, food, clothing,
hygienic products, household products, and
a fixed set of empowerment activities.
The organizations providing these programs continue to emphasize the need and their effectiveness in improving the quality of life for the target
groups. Interestingly, discussions with the Baby
Clinic and other healthcare providers imply that
persons on Sint Maarten, including children, tend
to suffer more from obesity than malnutrition.

MDG 1 target 2, indicator 4
1.2.4 Prevalence of underweight
children under 5 years of age by sex;
Locally, most children from birth to age four visit
the Baby Clinic for vaccinations as well as for measurement of length, height and weight. The files
of these children provide information about the
growth and nutritional status of children under
the age of five. 2014 Hospital and Civil Registry
information indicates that 97 percent of newborns receive follow-up attention; this number
decreases with age.

Growth data of children born from 2009
to 2013 were digitalized, for reporting
purposes. The last height and weight
observation was used, and the age at
the time of measurement calculated.
The z-scores for the new standard
reference population, the WHO Child
Growth Standards, were used to
calculate the percentage of children in
the different groups.

undp sint maarten
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Underweight
Being underweight is defined as a low weight for
age. The results shows that 1.83 percent of the
girls and 2.32 percent of the boys under the age of
five are underweight. Overall 2.08 percent of children are underweight.

It is important to note that 9.54 percent of the
girls, 10.52 percent of the boys and an overall of
10.04 percent of the children are considered very
overweight or extremely overweight/obese.

Weight for age distribution as per CPS

graph 1.1
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5.03

0%

0.86

5%

0.65

10%

›=+3SD

table 1.6

z-score

Category name

< -3SD

Extremely underweight

>= -3SD and < -2SD

Very underweight

>= -2SD and < -1SD

Underweight

>= -1SD and < 0SD

Average weight

>= 0SD and < +1SD

Average weight

>= +1SD and < +2SD

Overweight

>= +2SD and < +3SD

Very overweight

>= +3SD

Extremely overweight
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Stunting
Stunting is low height for age. 2.95 percent of the
girls, 5.02 percent of the boys and an overall of 4.00
percent of the children have a low height for age.

Height for age distribution as per CPS

graph 1.2
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Z-scores and categories for height for age

1.95

2.10

19.00

›=-1SD<0SD ›=-0SD<+1SD ›=+1SD<+2SD ›=+2SD<+3SD

1.82

5.71

5.25

10.85

8.84

3.39

2.50

1.57

›=-3SD<-2SD ›=-2SD<-1SD

4.78

0%

1.51

5%

1.63

10%

9.87

15%

18.93

18.86

20%
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table 1.7

z-score

Category name

< -3SD

Extremely short

>= -3SD and < -2SD

Very short

>= -2SD and < -1SD

Short

>= -1SD and < 0SD

Average height

>= 0SD and < +1SD

Average height

>= +1SD and < +2SD

Tall

>= +2SD and < +3SD

Very tall

>= +3SD

Extremely tall
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Wasting

weight. On the other side of the spectrum, 10.83
percent of the girls, 11.69 percent of the boys and
11.26 percent of the overall children had a weight
for their height which could be considered as very
to extremely overweight.

Wasting is low weight for height. 1.64 percent of
the girls, 2.02 percent of the boys and 1.83 percent
of the overall children had a weight for height that
could be considered as very to extremely under-

Weight for height distribution

40%

graph 1.3

35.63

Weight for length or height boys
Weight for length or height overall

30%

34.73

35%

33.86

Weight for length or height girls

22.55
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24.02

20%
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25%
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2.96

3.28

2.62

8.40

8.30

8.20

7.45

6.92

6.36

1.39

1.29

1.18

0.63

0%

0.46

5%

0.55

10%

›=+3SD

table 1.8

z-score

Category name

< -3SD

Extremely underweight

>= -3SD and < -2SD

Very underweight

>= -2SD and < -1SD

Underweight

>= -1SD and < 0SD

Average weight

>= 0SD and < +1SD

Average weight

>= +1SD and < +2SD

Overweight

>= +2SD and < +3SD

Very overweight

>= +3SD

Extremely overweight
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Body Mass Index
The Body Mass Index (BMI) is a value derived from
the mass (weight) and height of an individual; it
attempts to quantify the amount of tissue mass
(muscle, fat, and bone) in an individual, and then
categorize that person as underweight, normal
weight, overweight, or obese based on that value.
The results indicate that 1.97 percent of the girls,
2.65 percent of the boys and 2.32 percent overall

had a BMI considered as underweight or extremely underweight. 10.55 percent of the girls, 11.56
percent of the boys and 11.06 percent overall had
a BMI that is considered overweight or obese.

MDG 1, target 2, indicator 5.
1.2.5 Proportion of population below
minimum level of dietary energy
consumption by sex

Underweight children 0 – 5 years old

table 1.9

Underweight

Extremely Underweight

Total

BMI girls (%)

1.31%

0.66%

1.97%

BMI boys (%)

1.77%

0.88%

2.65%

BMI overall (%)

3.08%

1.54%

4.62%

Overweight and obesity children 0 – 5 years old

table 1.10

Overweight

Obese

Total

BMI girls (%)

7.86%

2.69%

10.55%

BMI boys (%)

8.02%

3.54%

11.56%

BMI overall (%)

7.94%

3.12%

11.06%

Target 3
Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and HungeR

table 1.11

Target 3: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of persons without access to basic services
Year

Indicators

2011

Proportion of households with access to electricity by sex of head of household

2011

2011

Male

Female

59.88%

37.92%

Proportion of households using pit latrines by sex of head of household
Male

Female

0.3%

0.2%

Proportion of households not using pit latrines by sex of head of household
Male

Female

60.2%

38.1%

Source: STAT, Census 2011, Sint Maarten
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There is sufficient evidence to conclude that
majority of persons are living in households that
meet urban standards. This is evident insofar as
the majority of the population live in house-like

structures with access to utilities, clean drinking
water, proper sanitation, television with and without cable, and communications including landline
telephone, mobile telephone or both.

Modes of household electricity and water supply

table 1.12

Kind of Electricity Supply

Results in % 2011

Distribution system

96.6

Own generator

2.0

Solar/Wind Energy

0.4

Other

1.0

Kind of Water Supply

Results in % (rel. figures) 2010

Water Distribution

83.5

Cistern/Water well

7.4

Water Truck

0.5

Bottles of Water

7.8

Other/unknown

0.7

Source: STAT, Census 2011, Sint Maarten

Conclusion of MDG 1
Despite the assumption that Sint Maarten suffers from pockets of poverty, it is clear
that there are initiatives taken to ensure a decent quality of living standards across the
country. This can be seen with the near equal representation of men and women in the
labor market, access to basic services, and social intervention to ensure food provision for
all needy children.
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MDG 2

Achieve Universal Primary
and Secondary Education
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Creating a better world requires teamwork,
partnerships, and collaboration, as we need
an entire army of companies to work together
to build a better world within the next few
decades. This means corporations must embrace
the benefits of cooperating with one another."
Simon Mainwaring

Foreword
The first MDG report for Sint Maarten was produced in 2011. This second  2015
MDG report summarizes Sint Maarten’s progress towards the achievement of
MDG 2 since then. The information and data from monitoring the indicators will
allow the Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth and Sports to effect the necessary reforms and improve the educational system in the future.
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Introduction

Reporting on MDG Targets and
Indicators

The education system in Sint Maarten consists
of public schools, schools that are managed by
a school board, and privately operated schools.
Sint Maarten has eighteen primary schools, eight
secondary schools, one technical and vocational
institute and one subsidized tertiary education
institution. The educational system provides
eight years of primary education4 and four to six
years of secondary education. Education is compulsory for students between the ages of eight
to eighteen. This report provides insight into the
progress that has been achieved in providing universal education and the challenges that remain.

The MDG 2 targets are as follows:
Target 4: Ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete
a full course of primary and secondary schooling,
up to Form 5.
Target 5: Ensure that by 2015 pre-school age children have universal access to early childhood
education.

Goal 2
Achieve Universal Primary and Secondary Education
Target 4: Ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full
course of primary and secondary schooling, up to Form five.
Year

Indicators

2011

8. Net enrollment ratio in primary education by sex
Male

Female

±96%

±96%

Remark: Participation rate based on 2011 Census information
2011

9. Proportion of students of school age attending primary school by sex and grade
Male

Female

90-99%

90-99%

Remark: Participation rate based on 2011 Census information
2011

2011

4.

9a. Proportion of students of school age attending secondary school by sex
(localized to at least VSBO, first four years of secondary)
Male

Female

96%

96%

11. Net enrollment ratio in secondary education by sex
Male

Female

±96%

±96%

In Sint Maarten primary education is referred to as Foundation Based Education.
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Target 4: Ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full
course of primary and secondary schooling, up to Form five.
Year

Indicators

2011

12. Proportion of students starting Grade one who reach last grade of primary school
by sex

2011

Male

Female

NA

NA

13. Proportion of students who complete secondary school at Form five with passes in at
least two subjects, English (or official language of country), and Math, by sex
Male

Female

unknown

unknown

Remark: There is a distinction between academic and vocational education
2011

14. Illiteracy rate of 15-24 year-olds by sex
Male

Female

0.8%

0.7%

Remark: Source: Census 2011, proportion of 15-24 year olds that did not complete
primary education
2011

15. Proportion of students in secondary schools, in Form 5 or final grade enrolled in
science and technical subjects, by sex
Male

Female

Unknown

Unknown

Remark: There is a distinction between academic and vocational education
2011

18. Proportion of teachers trained in the area of gender sensitization
Male

Female

None

None

Remark: Gender sensitization is part of the teacher training
2011

16. Proportion of schools implementing a gender sensitization program
Male

Female

Unknown

Unknown

Remark: A gender sensitization program is not included in the standard curriculum, but
rather depends on the school program and teacher
2011

17. Proportion of children in class above the average age of the class, by sex in primary
education
Male

Female

NA

NA

Remark: This refers to children who are repeating classes
2011

17a. Proportion of children in class below the average age of the class, by sex
Male

Female

NA

NA
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Target 4: Ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full
course of primary and secondary schooling, up to Form five.
Year

Indicators

2011

Percentage of trained teachers in secondary schools by sex.
Male

Female

NA

NA

Remarks: Expected to be at a similar level. At regulated schools
2011

18. Percentage of trained teachers in primary schools by sex
Male

Female

NA

NA

Remarks: Expected to be at a similar level. At regulated schools
2011

19. Average class size by Grade/Form (legal maximum class size).
Male

Female

NA

NA

Target 5: Ensure that by 2015 pre-school age children have universal access to early childhood
education.
Year

Indicators

2011

20. Proportion of children attending early childhood education institutions, by sex.
Male

Female

45.8%

47.4%

Remark: Source: Census 2011

Overall Reporting on Targets and Indicators for MDG 2
Baseline for Curaçao
and Sint Maarten

Latest
available data

8. Net enrollment ratio in primary education by sex

98.8% for both sexes

2011

9.Proportion of students of
school age attending primary
school by sex and grade

99-100%

90-99%

98% for both sexes

Approx. 96%

Approx. 99%

Approx. 96%

N/A

N/A

Indicators

10 Proportion of students of
school age attending secondary
school by sex
11. Net enrollment ratio in
secondary education by sex
12. Proportion of students
starting Grade one who reach
last grade of primary school
by sex

table 2.1

Remarks
Participation rate based on
2011 2011

Participation rate based on
2011 Census

N/A
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Baseline for Curaçao
and Sint Maarten

Latest
available data

56.4%

N/A

13.Proportion of students who
complete secondary school at
Form five with passes in at least
two subjects, English (or official
language of country), and
Math, by sex

Unknown

Unknown

There is a distinction
between academic and
vocational education

14. Illiteracy rate of 15-24 yearolds by sex

2,0% of which
Male: 2.1% and
Female: 1.8%

0.7% of which
Male: 0.8% and
Female: 0.7%

Source: Census 2011,
proportion of 15-24 year
olds that did not complete
primary education

15. Proportion of students in
secondary schools, in Form 5 or
final grade enrolled in science
and technical subjects, by sex

Unknown

Unknown

There is a distinction
between academic and
vocation education

None

None

It is part of teachers
training

Unknown

Unknown

It is not included in
standard curriculum, but
rather depends on school
Program and teacher.

17a. Proportion of children in
class above the average age
of the class, by sex in primary
education

55.6% (2000/1)
Of which
Male: 61.6 %
Female: 50.1%

N/A

This refers to children who
are not repeating classes

17b. Proportion of children in
class below the average age of
the class, by sex

2.5% (200/1)

N/A

18a. Percentage of trained
teachers in primary schools by
sex

100%

N/A
Expected to be
at similar level

At regulated schools

18b. Percentage of trained
teachers in secondary schools
by sex

100%

N/A
Expected to be
at similar level

At regulated schools

N/A

N/A

42.7% Of which:
Male: 42.9%
Female: 43.7%

46.8% Of which:
Male: 45.8%
Female: 47.4%

Indicators
12. Proportion of students
starting Form one who reach
Form five in secondary school
by sex (localized to at least
VSBO, 15-24 year-olds)

15a. Proportion of teachers
trained in the area of gender
sensitization
16. Proportion of schools
implementing a gender
sensitization Program

19. Average class size by Grade/
Form
(legal maximum class size)
20. Proportion of children
attending early childhood
education institutions, by sex

Remarks

Source: 2011 Census
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Target 4. Ensure that by 2015,
children everywhere, boys and girls
alike, will be able to complete a full
course of primary and secondary
schooling, up to Form five.
MDG 2 refers to the achievement of universal
primary and secondary education. According to
2011 Census data, this MDG is on track; access to
primary and secondary education in Sint Maarten
is in theory at 100 percent. In practice though
universal access is still to be achieved, mainly

for vulnerable groups, including undocumented
migrant children and disabled or mentally challenged children. However, in comparison with
2008-2009 academic year, there is an increase in
undocumented migrant children with access to
primary and secondary education at public and
subsidized educational institutions as a result of
the full implementation of compulsory education. , In 2010, a total of 425 undocumented students were enrolled in “unrecognized schools”; in
2014, a total of 687 undocumented students were
enrolled in public and subsidized schools.

Enrollment rates, Foundation-based education
and secondary education, 2001 and 2011
Enrollment rate, -four- 11 years
Foundation-based Education*

table 2.2

2001
% of school-age children

2011
% of school-age children

Male

96.4

95.6

Female

96.8

96.7

Total

96.6

96.2

Male

96.2

96.2

Female

95.7

96.4

Total

96.0

96.4

Male

64.7

75.4

Female

68.2

73.6

Total

66.5

74.6

Enrollment rate, 12-15 years
Secondary Education

Enrolment rate , 16-18 years
Secondary Education

Source: CBS (Central Bureau of Statistics), 2001 Census & STAT, 2011 Census

The primary education cycle in Sint Maarten is
eight years in length; it begins at four years of age
and continues until the age of 12. The secondary
education cycle can be four to six years in length,
depending on the education type, and begins at 12
years of age. The participation rate was 96 percent in 2011, taking into account children between
the ages of four to 15 from primary education to
the first four years of secondary education or the
completion of vocational training. The participation rate falls to approximately 75 percent for

children between the ages of 16 and 18, reflecting
the fact that smaller proportions of students are
enrolled in longer academic education programs
and advanced secondary vocational education.

Primary Education
With 100 percent participation at the primary
level, the Ministry of Education has shifted the focus towards the more qualitative aspects of the
education. In the 2013 – 2014 academic year, an
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exit examination was implemented for all students
leaving primary school in order to obtain objective
data on student performance at the primary level.
This assessment indicated significant differences
in the performance of students in the English and
Dutch languages; it pointed towards the need for
the introduction of strategies to enhance student
performance in particularly the Dutch language,
as well as in the area of Mathematics.

To enhance the educational level of youth between the ages of 16 – 24, who may have left
school prematurely or who lack the appropriate
qualifications for the labor market, the Social
Formation Program was re-initiated and restructured between 2008 and 2010. The result was the
Youth Development Program, which was implemented from 2011 – 2014, as a second chance
educational program. This program provided
youth with opportunities to further their education or enter the labor market and helped them
positively re-integrate into society. A total of
254 youths participated in the program between
2009 and 2013. 54.8 percent successfully concluded the program with a certificate or diploma;
45.2 percent dropped out. In addition, access to
advanced secondary vocational and adult education programs were expanded. Between 2011 and
2013, two secondary schools on Sint Maarten
were granted permission by the Minister of Education to provide adult secondary vocational education program. In 2013, these programs were
transferred to the Board of Adult Secondary
Vocational Education, which provided advanced
secondary and adult education at the new vocational institute.

Starting in 2006, care teams made up of student
care coordinators, guidance counselors and social workers were introduced in primary schools
to provide additional support for vulnerable
groups. As of 2010, an external support system
for student care was established through the Division of Student Support Services in the Ministry
of Education. The division provides support to
the internal care teams operating in the primary
schools. The community school model was introduced in 2007, and had been extended to at least
one school in all public and subsidized schools
by 2014. In addition, school feeding programs
were introduced in public and subsidized schools
through public private partnerships, to ensure
that students in need could obtain a healthy meal
prior to or during the course of the school day.

Secondary Education
Secondary education is executed mainly through
the Dutch system consisting of HAVO (Hoger
Algemeen Voortgezet Onderwijs), Advanced
Secondary Education (VWO= Voortgezet
Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs) and Preparatory
Secondary Vocational Education (VSBO), and
the English system of education, the CXC. At the
secondary level, greater proportions of students
continued to be streamed into vocational education rather than academic education during the
2013-2014 academic year. In addition, whereas a
greater proportion of girls are enrolled in academic education, a greater proportion of boys
are enrolled in vocational education. The passing rates of students leaving the Dutch secondary education system are consistently lower than
those of students leaving CXC system; this means
that more than half of students leaving secondary
education are equipped with a diploma that is not
equivalent to a general secondary education.

In 2011, illiteracy rates for persons between the
ages of 15-24 were approximately one percent,
based on the proportion of students who did not
complete primary education. Increased attention is needed in assessing the actual scope of illiteracy.

Teachers
Teachers employed in Sint Maarten come from
diverse backgrounds with only a small number
actually originating from the island. Several steps
were taken to recruit and train more locals in the
teaching profession and to enhance teacher effectiveness. Recognizing that the teacher is a central factor in student performance, investments
were made in the development and introduction
of a teacher appraisal system to facilitate teacher
evaluations and improve teacher performance.
The legal ground work was also laid to link teacher
compensation to their performance and continued professional development within public and
subsidized schools.
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In 2011 and 2012, a course was offered to secondary teachers, who were not fully certified to teach,
so that they could obtain their teaching certificate.
In 2014, with funds of the Ministry of Education in
the Netherlands, four courses were developed in
support of continuous education, which included
a post-graduate diploma in education. In addition,
increased investments were made in the Teacher
Education Program offered by the island’s subsidized tertiary education institution.

Higher Education
There are limited tertiary education options on
the island due to issues related to scale; several
initiatives were created to offer continued learning opportunities for students completing secondary education. In an effort to reduce the brain
drain phenomena, improve student performance
and facilitate a smoother transition from secondary education into tertiary education, a policy to
stimulate studying in the region was introduced
by the Ministry of Education in 2011, with expanded implementation throughout 2014. There were
also increased investments into the only subsi-

dized tertiary education institution in 2014, with
the objective of expanding access and improving
the quality of tertiary education.

Target 5. Ensure that, by 2015 preschool age children will have universal
access to early childhood education.
In Sint Maarten, it is mandatory that children attend primary school from the age of four. Therefore, early childhood education covers the period
from birth to three years of age. Approximately
47 percent of children are enrolled in early childhood education centers.  By the age of two, more
than half of the boys and girls are in early childhood centers. This increases to 75 percent for
both males and females by the age of three.
Early childhood education is offered privately for
a fee. Minimum requirements for daycare centers
have been established. The ongoing professional
development of care givers and the feasibility of
subsidizing pre-school education is being given
attention.

Primary Education
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St. Dominique primary schools

Participation rate 0-3 years old, preschool
education, 2001 & 2011
20. Enrolment rate 0-4 years old
preschool education*

table 2.3

2001 %

2011 %

Boys

42.5

45.8

Girls

41.3

47.4

Total

41.9

46.8

* Preschool education is education to children from 1-3 years.
Source: CBS, 2001 Census & STAT, 2011 Census

From 2011 to 2014, the Ministry of Education implemented a digitalized system for primary and
secondary schools to better manage data, to better track student performance, and to provide the
required support to students who need it most. In
addition, by the end of 2014, Sint Maarten’s first
Education Management Information System

(EMIS) was finalized. EMIS is expected to enable
the Ministry of Education to monitor the performance of schools more efficiently and effectively.
It will allow for more accurate reporting on and
monitoring of the education system, so as to facilitate early and accurate problem identification
and fast, appropriate policy responses.

40 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

MDG 3

Promote Gender Equality
a n d  Emp o w e r W o m e n
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Humanistic values of equality and equal rights
for all nations and individuals as crystallized
in the principles of the United Nations Charter
are mankind's great achievements in the 20th
century”
Tran Duc Luong

Foreword
This chapter concerns the climate of gender equality on Sint Maarten. This climate, based on the statistics provided within the chapter, will demonstrate that
Sint Maarten has a relatively gender equal society, whereby, women and girls have
equal rights to education, labour and even public office.

Introduction
Gender and Education
On Sint Maarten, primary school attendance among boys and girls is almost
equivalent. Boys represent a slightly larger percentage of primary school enrollment; just above 50 percent. Upon enrollment into secondary school, girls become the majority, representing between 51 - 52 percent of the secondary school
population.

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

Gender Disparity in Primary, Secondary
and Tertiary Education

table 3.1

GOAL 3
Target 6: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in
all levels of education no later than 2015
Indicator 21

Ratio of girls to boys in primary education

Indicator 22

2011

2012

2013

0.979

0.963

0.957

Ratio of girls to boys in Secondary education
2011

2012

2013

1.08

1.08

1.05

Ratio of girls to boys in tertiary education
2011

2012

3.58

2.38

Number of students enrolled by level of education
and gender 2011-2013

graph 3.1

number of students in
primary school

number of students in
secondary school

2,500

1,600

2012

Source: DEVINFO, Ministry ECYS, 2015

2011

1,515

1,504

2011

2012

1,438

2,465

1,350
2011

1,552

1,450
1,400

2,200

Boys
Girls

1,430

2,250

1,500

1,418

2,300

1,550
2,360

2,350

2,310

2,400

2,353

2,443

2,450

Boys
Girls

2,360
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This pattern of girls forming the majority of students enrolled in higher learning institutions continues into tertiary education. In 2011 and 2012,
females accounted for more than 70 percent of
enrollment in the University of Sint Maarten.

men are predominantly managers, employers or
owners of businesses. Women often work within
the hotel and restaurant industry as cleaners and
helpers, conduct activities within households or
fill jobs in the education, health, social work, arts,
entertainment and recreation sectors (Central
Bureau of Statistics,  an2013). Statistical research
shows that employees earning monthly salaries
of less than ANG 2000 are usually women, while
those earning monthly salaries above ANG 5000
are usually men.

Industry and Occupation
Although women and men share a near equal representation in the labor force, gender disparity is
evident in wage employment. Findings show that

Proportion of Women in Wage Employment

table 3.2

GOAL 3
Target 7: Eliminate gender disparities in income and occupational opportunities at all levels and in all
sectors, no later than 2015
Indicator 26

Share of women in waged employment in the non-agricultural sector
2007

2009

2011

45%

47%

50.3%

The number of women represented in the income
categories ranging from ANG 5000 and above
tends to remain within the 1000 person mark
range, for both 2009 and 2011. This is presumed
to have a direct link to their completion of tertiary

education. As more and more women embark on
tertiary education, the expectation is that there is
an increase in women earning income at this level.
Female representation in the higher ranks of public
service, government and the Parliament is evident.

Empower Women starts with empowering girls
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National parliament5

Parliament of Sint Maarten

Proportion of Seats held by women in National Parliament

table 3.3

GOAL 3
Target 7.B: Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament
Indicator 29

Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament
2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

20%

20%

20%

20%

20%

Proportion of women in other decision-making occupations
(specifically Managing Directors)

5.

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

-

-

-

0.9%

-

Figures represents the proportion of women in Government and Parliament before the August
2014 elections.
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Number of persons holding public office by gender 2010-2013

Holding Ministry Portfolios

Holding Seats in Parliament

Men

Women

(% female)

2010

5

2

28.6

2011

5

2

2012

5

2013
2014

6

table 3.4

Men

Women

(% female)

2010

12

3

20

28.6

2011

12

3

20

2

28.6

2012

12

3

20

5

2

28.6

2013

12

3

20

5

2

28.6

2014

12

3

20

Gender-based Violence

table 3.5
GOAL 3
Target 8: Reduce by 60%, the incidence of physical acts of gender based violence by 2015
Indicator 32 Incidence of reported physical abuse by sex of the victim
2011

2012

Male

Female

Male

Female

133

102

145

133

Indicator 34 Number of persons per 1000 population who have been victims of major crimes, by sex
2010

2011

2012

2013

Male

Female

Male

Female

283

172

288

238

In reference to crime, the number of women falling victim to assault and rape is increasing, but

there is a lack of analysis and documentation as to
the reasons.

46 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

Number of victims of crime by specific crime and gender 2011-2013
2011

Type of Misdemeanor/Crime

2012

table 3.6
2013*

Men

Women

Men

Women

Men

Women

Assault

74

75

89

121

47

78

Assault with a deadly weapon

46

27

48

12

8

10

Aggravated assault

13

0

8

0

2

0

Threatening

127

62

127

93

47

58

Attempted manslaughter

8

1

8

2

5

1

Manslaughter

12

2

6

2

0

0

Attempted murder

1

0

1

0

0

0

Murder

2

0

1

1

0

1

Rape

—

5

—

7

—

5

283

172

288

238

109

153

Annual total

* 1st jan - 30th june
The majority of perpetrators were men; and regarding rape all perpetrators were man. However, many
women all victim to inflicted assault by other women (Ms. Bryson - Korps Politie, 2013) As a consideration
to the gender discrepancy in recording the data, the statistical office of the Korps Politie has now agreed to
begin making a distinction of the crimes inflicted on women by gender of assailant.
Source: Korps Politie Sint Maarten - Geweldsmisdrijven 2011, 2012, 2013;
Korps Politie Sint Maarten Misdrijven Tegen Vrouw Report 2012, 2012, 2013.
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MDG 4

R e d u c e C h i l d M o r ta l i t y
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Children are one third of our
population and all of our future”
Select Panel for the Promotion of Child Health, 1981

Foreword
When reviewing the Sint Maarten health related MDG data it is important to note
that Sint Maarten has a privatized health care system, which is also not yet digitalized. Legislation and agreements with specific entities is being finalized to support a data collection infrastructure and to strengthen the collection of national
health data, including the social determinants of health. A health information system will gradually automate hard copy patient information files. Another concern
regarding lack of adequate data is the fact that Sint Maarten (Dutch) shares a border with Saint Martin (French) - thereby making it the smallest island in the world
split between two ‘countries’. Health care services are used by persons on both
sides on the island, French and Dutch, and data is not consolidated.
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Data collection for the health related MDGs has
been done by persons from Collective Prevention Services (CPS) and the policy department
of the Department of Public Health, both part
of the Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labour. The Ministry consists of three
policy departments and six executing agencies.
The Public Health Department, Collective Prevention Services, the Ambulance Services, and
the Inspectorate mainly focus on the health aspects of the Ministry. The Collective Prevention
Services is divided in two sections: the General
Health Care (GHC) section and the Youth Health
Care (YHC) section. The GHC section is tasked
with the surveillance of communicable diseases,
which is based on weekly sentinel site reports.
The YHC section is tasked with the periodic control of infants, toddlers and school-age children.
There is the Baby Clinic for children from birth to
four years of age, where the children get regular
check-ups and screening of height, weight and
vaccinations. For children from four to 17 years
the school team takes care of the screening and
vaccinations. The Department of Public Health
(PHD) subsidizes several non-governmental

health organizations. Both CPS and PHD collaborate with many private and non-governmental organizations. These joint efforts provided the opportunity to collect the necessary data in keeping
with the MDG reporting requirements.

Introduction
MDG 4 to reduce child mortality refers to the
death of infants and children under the age of five.
The causes of death can be of many origins, often
due to natural or unnatural causes, such as communicable diseases, malnutrition, or genetic predisposition; violence is also a potential cause for
an untimely child death. The data reported here
refer to the general child mortality rates and had
been based on information from the Civil Registry
at the local Census Office. Data pertaining to vaccination coverage was derived from the patient
files from the CPS Baby Clinic.

Reporting Overall MDG Targets
and Indicators

Overall Table of targets & indicators MDG 4

table 4.1

Target 4.10. Reduce by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate.
Target 10

Indicators

Remarks

1

37. Under five mortality rate by sex

See Table 4.2

2

38. Infant mortality rate by sex

See Table 4.3

3

39. Proportion of children 1 – 4 years of age who
have received complete immunization coverage (BCG,
3 doses DPT, oral polio and measles)

See Table 4.4

4

40. Number of deaths of children through violence
per 1000 population under five, by sex

Not Available

5

40a. Average age of children under 5 who died
through violence, by sex

Not Available

6

40b. Number of perpetrators responsible for the
death of children under five, by sex

Not Available

7

40c. Average age of perpetrators responsible for the
deaths of children under five, by sex

Not Available

Source of tables: Census Info (Sint Maarten Info, 2015).
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Under five mortality rate by sex

table 4.2

Target 4.10. Reduce by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate.
Under 5 mortality rate by sex (per 100)

Male

Female

2011-2012

0.05% (1/1895)

0.05% (1/2096)

2013

0%

0%

Note: children age one to four years
Source of table: Census Info (Sint Maarten Info, 2015).

Categorization

Data Requirements

Male

Female

Male

2011-2012
Mortality rate 12 – 23 month olds

Per 100

Female
2013

0%

0%

0%

0%

Mortality rate 24 – 35 month olds

0.20%

0%

0%

0%

Mortality rate 36 – 47 month olds

0%

0.21%

0%

0%

Mortality rate 48 – 59 month olds

0%

0%

0%

0%

Source: CBS/STAT, Labor Force Survey (’05 –’09), 2011 Census

The Baby Clinic
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Infant mortality rate by sex (4.10.38)

Categorization

table 4.3

Data Requirements

Male

Female

2011-2012
Mortality rate newborns –
11 month olds

Number of infants who do not
survive past their first year
divided by total infants born
within the same year

1.98%

0%

Male

Female
2013

0.01%

1.66%

Source of tables: Census Info (Sint Maarten Info, 2015).

Proportion of children one to four years of age
who have received complete immunization coverage (BCG, 3 doses DPT, oral polio and measles)
Indicator 39
The Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labor (VSA) offers a free vaccination
program for all children. The statistics are accumulated from the Baby Clinic patient files. Based
on information from the Hospital and the Civil
Registry, approximately 97 percent of the newborns make use of the vaccination program; this
number does however decrease over age. The
pediatrician and two general practitioners also

give vaccines according to the national Expanded
Program on Immunizations (EPI).
BCG (Bacillus Calmette–Guérin vaccine, against Tuberculosis) is not on the local vaccination program
and therefore not measured. In terms of polio, the
injectable polio vaccine (IPV) is given; although not
oral, the results are provided here. The first dose
of MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) is given at
the age of one. The following statistics are provided grouped as such: diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis
(whooping cough), polio and haemophilus influenzae type b (DTaP-IPV-HIB 3); measles, mumps, and
rubella (MMR1); and hepatitis B (HepB3).

Vaccination Coverage

table 4.4
Coverage
DTaP-IPV-HIB 3

Coverage MMR1

Coverage HepB3

Cohort 2011

92.4%

89.8%

94.0%

Cohort 2012

90.9%

89.6%

92.5%

Cohort 2013

96.2%

87.9%

90.7%

Cohort 2014

94.8%*

92.3%*

95.2%*

*Based on the vaccines given in 2014 to an estimated cohort size of 520 children
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Number of deaths of children through violence per
1000 population under five, by sex (Indicator 40)
Not Available.

B. Number of perpetrators responsible for the
death of children under five, by sex (Indicator 40b)
Not Available.

A. Average age of children under five who died
through violence, by sex (Indicator 40a)
Not Available.

C. Average age of perpetrators responsible for the
deaths of children under five, by sex (indicator 40c)
Not Available.

53

MDG 4

54 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

MDG 5

Improve Maternal Health
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With what price we pay for the glory
of motherhood”
Isidora Duncan

Introduction
Maternal health refers to the health of women during pregnancy, childbirth and
the postpartum period. Maternal health data is not actively monitored in Sint
Maarten. Based on information from health care providers, a maternal death
case occurs sporadically in this population, with a size of 38,247 (Department
of Statistics, 2015). All registered births occur in the hospital attended by skilled
health care professionals.
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Reporting MDG 5 Targets and
Indicators

Overall Targets & Indicators MDG 5

table 5.1

Target

Indicators

Remarks

11

Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and
2015, the maternal mortality ratio
41. Maternal mortality ratio

Not available.

12

Universal access to reproductive and sexual
health services through the primary health
care system by 2015

4

42. Proportion of births attended by skilled
health personnel

5

43. Proportion of contraceptive demand
satisfied

6

44. Adolescent (10 – 19) fertility rate

7

45. Proportion of adolescent (10 – 19) attending ante-natal care clinics

8

46a. Number of women 15 – 49, per 1000
women of this age group treated for sexually
transmitted infections by type

Target 5.11 Reduce by three-quarters,
between 1990 and 2015, the maternal
mortality ratio
Maternal mortality ratio (5.11.41)
Not available.

Target 5.12 Universal access to
reproductive and sexual health
services through the primary health
care system by 2015
Proportion of births attended by skilled
health personnel (5.12.42)
All registered births occur in the hospital attended by skilled health care professionals.

All registered births occur in the hospital attended by skilled health care professionals.
Not Available

Table 5.4 Adolescent fertility
Not Available

Proportion of contraceptive demand
satisfied (5.12.43)
Contraceptive demand satisfied relates to women with an unmet need. (those who are fecund
and sexually active, but are not using any method of contraception). They report not wanting
any more children or wanting to delay the next
child. The concept of unmet need points to the
gap between women's reproductive intentions
and their contraceptive behavior. This data is not
available.
According to the Department of Statistics 2013
Well-Being Survey, whereby households were
interviewed about their family planning, 20.5 per-
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Family planning discussion per household size

table 5.2

Household size

Yes

No

Not applicable

1

0.4%

1.2%

21.6%

2

3.9%

2.6%

22.5%

3

5.9%

2.3%

13.7%

4

5.6%

2.0%

6.7%

5

3.3%

1.9%

2.6%

6+

1.4%

1.2%

1.3%

Total

20.5%

11.2%

68.4%

Source: Statistical Department, 2013 Well-Being Survey

Forms of family planning per household size

table 5.3

Household
size

Abortion

Morning-after
pill

No plans

Other

Sterilization of
male or female

Use of birth
control

1

-

0.3%

2.2%

0.3%

-

2.2%

2

-

-

10.2%

1.2%

0.3%

9.0%

3

-

0.6%

7.8%

1.6%

1.2%

14.6%

4

0.3%

-

7.5%

1.2%

2.8%

12.1%

5

0.3%

-

5.3%

0.9%

1.9%

8.1%

6+

-

0.3%

3.4%

0.9%

0.3%

3.1%

Total

0.6%

1.2%

36.2%

6.2%

6.5%

49.2%

Source: Civil Registry information, 2014

cent of the respondents indicated that they have
discussed family planning in their household; 49.2
percent of the interviewed households use birth
control as their preferred method of family planning. Seemingly smaller households are more
likely to discuss family planning.

Adolescent (10-19) fertility rate (MDG
goal 5.target 12. Indicator 44)
The adolescent fertility rate based on the 2014
Civil Registry information is approximately 3.0
percent for the 15-19 year old age group.
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Adolescent fertility rate
Year

2010

Age

Population Births

2011

2011

Birth Rate Population Births Birth Rate Population Births
(per 100
(per 100
female)
female)

14
1519

table 5.4

248
1,409

41

2.9

1,188

Birth Rate
(per 100
female)

251
37

3.1

1,124

34

3.0

Source: Civil Registry information, 2014.

Birth rate

table 5.5

Year

2010

Age

Population Births

2011

2011

Birth Rate Population Births Birth Rate Population Births
(per 100
(per 100
female)
female)

14

248

Birth Rate
(per 100
female)

251

1519

1,409

41

2.9

1,188

37

3.1

1,124

34

3.0

2024

1,126

107

9.5

1,017

116

11.4

986

100

10.1

2529

1,164

120

10.3

1,194

120

10.1

1,227

147

12.0

3034

1,534

103

6.7

1,336

141

10.6

1,365

125

9.2

3539

1,890

74

3.9

1,616

89

5.5

1,650

63

3.8

4044

2,070

26

1.3

1,666

22

1.3

1,664

18

1.1

4549

1,807

7

0.4

1,617

1

0.1

1,593

1

0.1

Source: Civil Registry information, 2014.
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Proportion of adolescent (10-19)
attending ante-natal care clinics
(5.12.45)

for the past years, and hence identifying the local
burden of disease is challenged.  Furthermore, as
is the case with other diseases, these cases may
not be laboratory confirmed, but rather clinically
diagnosed. It is important to note that of the 22
general practitioners and seven sentinel sites,
only five sites report communicable diseases on a
regular basis. Another important note is that the
reported STIs do not include HIV/AIDS as these
are reported separately.

Ante-natal care is provided in various ways such
as the hospital, gynecologists, midwives, general
practitioners, the governmental baby clinic, and
the White and Yellow Cross Foundation (WYC),
rather than a specific clinic. There are, however,
no grouped statistics on the number of women
making use of these services, but information
based on personal communications with different health care providers points out that most
women do make use of these services.

For 2012 syndromic reporting, there were 14 cases of genital discharge syndrome and nine cases
of genital ulcer syndrome reported to CPS. There
were two cases with “no syndrome but positive
serology” for syphilis and chlamydia. Of the 28
STI cases reported from three physicians, 18 percent were classified as gonorrhea, 11 percent as
chlamydia and herpes and 4 percent as syphilis.
Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID) accounted for
46 percent of the reported STIs. There were two
cases of Hepatitis B reported in pregnant females
who were admitted to hospital.

Number of women aged 15-49, per
1000 women of this age group,
contracting sexually transmitted
infections by type (5.12.46)
Physicians and identified sentinels are requested
to submit cases of sexually transmitted infections
(STIs) on a weekly basis. Collective Prevention
Services (CPS) also requests physicians to report any cases of “genital discharge syndrome”
and “genital ulcer syndrome.”   The reporting of
STIs has been significantly low and inconsistent

In 2011 there were two reports of genital discharge syndrome in women; no other syndromic
reports were made.

Laboratory confirmed sexually transmitted infections
(STI’s) for 2013
Vaginal
Discharge

Chlamydia

Gonorrea

table 5.6

Herpes

Syphylis

Age
group

# of cases
female

# of
cases
male

# of cases
female

# of
cases
male

# of cases
female

# of cases
male

# of
cases
female

# of
cases
male

10-14

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

15-19

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

20-24

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

25-49

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

1

50+

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total

1

1

4

0

0

3
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Laboratory confirmed sexually transmitted infections
(STI’s) for 2012
Chlamydia
Age
group

Gonorrea

table 5.7

Herpes

Syphylis

# of cases # of cases # of cases # of cases # of cases # of cases # of cases # of cases
female
male
female
male
female
male
female
male

10-14

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

15-19

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

20-24

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

25-49

2

1

1

2

1

1

2

0

50+

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total

3

4

3

2

Source: The St. Maarten AIDS Foundation, in 2013

Laboratory confirmed sexually transmitted infections
(STI’s) for 2011

table 5.8

Females - Age groups

Genital
Discharge
Syndrome

Genital
Ulcer
Syndrome

Genital
Warts Pelvic
Inflamator
and Disease
(PID)

Disease

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

50+

Age
Unknown

Total

Bacterial Vaginosis

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Candidiasis

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Chlamydia

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Gonorrhea

0

0

1

1

0

0

2

Others

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Trichomonas

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Unknown

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Chancroid

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Herpes Simplex
Viruses

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Lymphogranuloma

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Syphilis

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Unknown

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

HPV

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Chlamydia

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Gonorrhea

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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MDG 5

Laboratory confirmed sexually transmitted infections
(STI’s) for 2011

table 5.9

Males - Age groups

Genital Discharge
Syndrome

Disease

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

50+

Age
Unknown

Total

Chlamydia

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Gonorrhea

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Non-Specific
Urethritis

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Others

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Lymphogranuloma
venerum

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Syphilis

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Unknown

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

HPV

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Unknown
Chancroid
Genital Ulcer
Syndrome

Genital Warts
Pelvic Inflamator
and Disease (PID)

Herpes Simplex
Viruses

Number of women aged 15-49, per 1000 women of this age group treated for
sexually transmitted infections by type (5.12.46a)
Not available.
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MDG 6

Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria
a n d  O t h e r  d is e a s e s
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Health is a state of complete physical, mental
and social well-being and not merely the
absence of disease or infirmity”
WHO Definition of Health (1948)

Foreword
The Sint Maarten HIV Project management team operated within government
until 2013; thereafter it was mainstreamed into the Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labor (VSA). Many of the HIV/ AIDS related matters are,
however, handled by the Sint Maarten AIDS Foundation (SAF).
The below mentioned data is as reported by SAF and the HIV/AIDS dedicated local
physician, who is the President of SAF; the data has been collected through their
surveillance and studies. Some data about HIV/AIDS has also been collected from
the laboratory and by the CPS surveillance team.
In regards to malaria and other diseases, malaria is not prevalent on Sint Maarten
and therefore not reportable, unless an imported case occurs. Other vector
borne diseases such as dengue and chikungunya are, however, prevalent and
have been included in this chapter.
Non-communicable diseases are also a common problem on Sint Maarten. Although the prevalence of most diseases are not known as they are not yet considered reportable (as yet), unless measured in a specific study.
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Reporting MDG Targets and
Indicators
Overall Targets and Indicators MDG 6 (goal, target, indicator)

table 6.1

GOAL 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Targets:
6.13 Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS.
6.14 Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases.
Indicators

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HIV prevalence among pregnant women aged 15 – 24 (6.13.47)
Condom use, rate of contraceptive prevalence (6.13.48)
Condom use at last high-risk sex, by sex (6.13.48.A)
Percentage of population aged 15 – 24 years with comprehensive correct knowledge of HIV/AIDs by sex (6.13.48.B)
Contraceptive prevalence rate (6.13.48.C)
Condom use as a proportion of overall contraceptive use for persons 15 – 24 in
consensual unions (6.13.49)
Percentage of population 15 – 24 years in support of abstinence (6.13.50)
Ratio of school attendance of orphans to school attendance of non-orphans 14
and under (6.13.51)
Proportion of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS by age group (6.13.52)
Prevalence of malaria by sex and age (6.14.53)
Death rates associated with malaria by sex and age (6.14.53.A)
Proportion of population in malaria risk areas using effective malaria preventive
and treatment measures (6.14.54)
Prevalence of tuberculosis, by sex and age (6.14.55)
Death rates associated with tuberculosis, by sex and age (6.14.55.A)
Proportion of tuberculosis cases detected and cured under DOTS (6.14.56)
Prevalence of dengue, by sex and age (6.14.57)
Death rates associated with dengue, by sex and age (6.14.57.A)
Prevalence of selected chronic non-communicable diseases by sex and age
(6.14.58)
Death rates associated with selected chronic non-communicable diseases by sex
and age (6.14.58.A)

Target 6.13 Have halted by 2015 and
begun to reverse the spread of HIV/
AIDS
HIV prevalence among pregnant
women aged 15 – 24 (6.13.47)
There are roughly about 500 deliveries per year on
Sint Maarten; most HIV infected pregnant women
receive ante-natal care, deliver on the French side
of the island and therefore sometimes get lost to
the Dutch health care system. The French side es-

timates to have 700 – 800 deliveries per year. The
Dutch side sees on average three HIV infected pregnant women per year, and the French side sees on
average 15 HIV infected pregnant women per year.
In terms of the Dutch side HIV infected pregnancy
cases, in 2012, there were four known pregnancies of HIV infected women, of which all four were
between the ages 29-34. In 2013, there were three
HIV infected pregnancy cases and in one case, the
32 year old mother opted for an abortion. The two
delivered cases were 34 years of age.
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In 2012 and 2013, in the 15-24 age group, there
were zero cases of HIV among the pregnant women. It is important to note that it is protocol for all
pregnant women to be screened for HIV/AIDS in
order to activate adequate care as needed.

active participants used a condom during the last
sexual encounter. 60.3 percent of sexually active
participants practice consistent condom use.

Condom use, rate of contraceptive
prevalence (6.13.48)
Data from the 2013 Adult Knowledge, Attitude, Behavior and Perception (KABP) Study, executed by
the Ministry of VSA by the Department of Social
Development and the HIV Project management
team, states that 21 percent of the sample population of 660 persons, in the 18 – 24 age group, report
condom use. This age group represents 11 percent
of the general population. 49 percent of the adult
population used a condom during the last sexual encounter from the beginning to end of intercourse.
Data from the 2013 Youth KABP Study includes the
condom use for the 15-19 age group. This study included a sample population of 334 adolescents, of
which 155 persons fell in the 15-19 age. Within this
age category 58.2 percent report condom use during first sexual encounter. 67.3 percent of sexually

Condom use, at last high-risk sex, by
sex (6.13.48a)
The term last high-risk sex is understood to mean
the percentage of young men and women aged
15–24 who report condom use during sexual intercourse with a non-cohabiting, non-marital sexual
partner in the last 12 months.
Important to note is that the information collected
from the Sint Maarten AIDS Foundation covers 15-24
year olds and their condom usage with non-steady
partners in the last six months preceding an HIV
test. This is somewhat different to MDGs request
for "condom usage at last high-risk sex in the last 12
months", but is the best approximation available.
From October 2010 to December 2013, 30 percent of the tested population (867 out of 2,861)
were 15-24 year olds. The condom usage with
non-steady partners in the last six months, prior
to an HIV test, was as follows:

table 6.2

Condom usage with non-steady partners; 2010-2013
Condom usage

All 15-24 year olds

Females

Males

Always

40%

32%

47%

Sometimes

32%

33%

31%

Never

12%

17%

7%

*question only posed from mid-2011, so the numbers do not add up to 100%

For 2013, 29 percent of the tested population (335
out of 1160) were 15-24 year olds. The condom

usage with non-steady partners in the last six
months, prior to an HIV test, was as follows:
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Condom usage with non-steady partners; 2013
Condom usage

table 6.3

All 15-24 year olds

Females

Males

Always

50%

41%

58%6

Sometimes

37%

39%

34%

Never

13%

18%

8%

Percentage of population aged 15-24
years with comprehensive correct
knowledge of HIV/AIDS by sex
(6.13.48b)
Information from the Youth KABP Study, showed
that 47 percent of the 15 – 19 age category has
correct knowledge of ways to prevent HIV/AIDS
transmission; 30.3 percent had correct comprehensive knowledge of HIV/AIDS, with females
showing indications of having slightly higher levels of knowledge, 34.1 percent in comparison to
males at 25.4 percent.

Proportion of children orphaned by
HIV/AIDS by age group (6.13.52)
There are currently no children orphaned by HIV/
AIDS on Sint Maarten.

Target 6.14 Have halted by 2015 and
begun to reverse the incidence of
malaria and other major diseases.
The following questions about communicable
diseases are accumulated through CPS and their
surveillance team.

Contraceptive prevalence rate
(6.13.48c)

Prevalence of malaria of malaria by sex
and age (6.14.53)

See Condom use, rate of contraceptive prevalence.

There were no cases of malaria on Sint Maarten
in 2013 and 2014. Malaria only occurs on Sint
Maarten as an imported disease; no infected travelers have found their way to Sint Maarten during
the measured time frame.

Condom use as a proportion of overall
contraceptive use for persons 15-24 in
consensual unions (6.13.49)
See Condom use, rate of contraceptive prevalence.

Percentage of population 15-24 years in
support of abstinence (6.13.50)
According to the Youth KABP Study, 24 percent of
15-24 year olds are in support of abstinence.

Ratio of school attendance of orphans
to school attendance of non-orphans
14 and under (6.13.51)
There are currently no children orphaned by HIV/
AIDS on Sint Maarten, therefore not applicable.

7.

Death rates associated with malaria by
sex and age (6.14.53a)
There have been no cases of death due to malaria
on Sint Maarten in 2013 and 2014.

Proportion of population in malaria risk
areas using effective malaria preventative and treatment measures (6.14.54)
Sint Maarten is not a risk area for malaria and
therefore preventative and treatment measures
are not applied locally.

Interestingly, more men than women say they always use condoms; no explanation can however
be deduced from this
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Incidence, prevalence and death rates
associated with tuberculosis (6.14.55)

3.
4.

In 2013, there were two suspected cases of tuberculosis, of which both tested negative; in 2014,
there were seven suspected cases reported for
tuberculosis, all which tested negative for tuberculosis and were diagnosed differently. 2012 saw
one positive case; 2011 saw two positive cases.
These were all admitted to the hospital, treated
accordingly and recuperated. There were no reports of death attributed to tuberculosis for the
reportable years, resulting in a registry of zero
deaths due to tuberculosis.

Proportion of tuberculosis cases
detected and cured under DOTS
(6.14.56)
Directly observed treatment short course
(DOTS) is not the treatment approach used locally’ basic treatment is provided by the local internist. However the following components of
DOTS are used:
1.
2.

Case detection by sputum smear microscopy
Standardized treatment regimen for six
months to one year

67

Constant availability of tuberculosis drugs
through various pharmacies
Supervision and patient support executed by
the attending internist and CPS surveillance.

As there have been no recent cases, no treatment
procedures have been necessary.

Prevalence of dengue, by sex and age
(6.14.57)
Dengue is an acute febrile illness caused by one of
the four types of the dengue virus. Viral transmission is through the bite of an infective Aedes aegypti mosquito. Dengue fever is endemic on both
sides of the island and peaks during periods of
heavy rainfall. With this in mind, CPS and French
Saint Martin health authorities meet collectively
to establish dengue surveillance and control
strategies. CPS also holds meetings with the Dengue Action Response Team (DART) to ensure that
stakeholders and the public are updated on the
dengue situation. CPS collects their data through
their sentinel sites and the lab.

The CPS reported cases of dengue
for the year 2013 per age group are as
follows; in total 311 registered cases

Combating HIV-Aids poster

68 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

2013 Dengue cases as per CPS

graph 6.1
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It is important to note that of the 22 general practitioners, and seven sentinel sites, only five sites
report dengue and other communicable diseases
on a regular basis. Also, as there is no treatment
for dengue. Having a diagnosis laboratory confirmation has no added benefit and is therefore not
always done, thereby contributing to the underreporting of dengue cases.
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The data from the Sint Maarten Laboratory Services (SLS) listed below indicates that there were
only 31 new laboratory confirmed Dengue cases
in 2013, most of which were part of the 311 registered cases. There were eight cases of severe
dengue of which seven were hospitalized.

2013 Dengue cases as per SLS
200

Unknown

graph 6.2
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2012 saw 38 laboratory confirmed dengue cases
and zero confirmed severe dengue cases.  There
were 280 dengue lab requests for that year.

D-IGG Pos

D-IGG Neg

2011 saw 20 laboratory confirmed dengue cases
and two confirmed dengue hemorrhagic fever
cases, now categorized as severe dengue.  There
were 264 dengue lab requests for that year.
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Chikungunya

Based on the RIVM data, the median age was 45
years. For 86 percent of those cases the gender
was available: 255 were female and 150 were male.

In terms of chikungunya (Chik V), up until October 2014, a total of 470 cases had been laboratory
confirmed by the National Institute for Public
Health and the Environment (RIVM – The Netherlands). In September 2014, SLS started to do the
screening locally, with 21 cases thereafter confirmed locally. No deaths have been reported.

The first indigenous chikungunya case for Sint
Maarten was reported at the beginning of December 2013. Retrospectively, the first patient
with suspected complaints was reported in midOctober 2013, in Saint Martin.

2014 Chikungunya cases as per RIVM/SLS

graph 6.3
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Death rates associated with dengue,
by sex and age (6.14.57a)
Death rates related to dengue are unknown; none
have been reported in Sint Maarten as a direct
consequence of dengue.

Prevalence of selected chronic noncommunicable diseases by sex and age
(6.14.58)
Non-communicable diseases are a common problem on Sint Maarten, as is the case around the
globe. The prevalence of most diseases are not
known. The provided data has been extracted from
the 2011 Census and the 2013 Well-Being Survey.

Chik V IGG +

Chik V IGG −

Death rates associated with selected
chronic non-communicable diseases
by sex and age (6.14.58a)
The following table gives a representation of the
non-communicable diseases occurring in the
population of Sint Maarten, as tabulated during
the 2011 Census that had been executed by the Department of Statistics, under the Government of
Sint Maarten. A Well-Being sample survey was executed by the same department in 2013, whereby
1025 households responded. Respondents were
asked which illnesses occurred in the household.
The results are provided below.
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Non-Communicable Diseases according to the 2011 Census

table 6.4

Condom usage

Male

Female

High blood pressure

2.7%

4.3%

Diabetes

1.1%

1.2%

Glaucoma / pressure in the eyes

0.2%

0.2%

Asthma / chronic bronchitis / CARA

1.0%

1.2%

Cancer

0.0%

0.1%

Sickle cell disease

0.1%

0.2%

Heart problems

0.1%

0.1%

Consequences of a heart attack

0.0%

0.0%

Consequences of a brain hemorrhage

0.0%

0.0%

Serious kidney problems

0.0%

0.0%

Dementia / Alzheimer

0.0%

0.0%

Multiple disabilities

0.4%

0.4%

Reported Diseases according to the Well-Being Survey 2013
Illness

Percentage

Asthma / chronic bronchitis / COPD

10.0%

Cancer

1.2%

Consequences of brain hemorrhage

0.8%

Consequences of heart attack

1.1%

Dementia / Alzheimer

1.0%

Diabetes

16.2%

Glaucoma / pressure in the eyes

7.5%

Heart problems

3.0%

High blood pressure

34.6%

HIV / AIDS

0.3%

Other

3.8%

Serious kidney problems

1.5%

Sickle cell

1.7%

table 6.5
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BMI per household as per the Well-Being Survey 2013

graph 6.4
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A general health study is being prepared for execution, until then no newer numbers are available.
According to the 2013 Well-Being Survey, more
than half of the population is overweight or obese.
14 percent of the population is underweight.

Overweight

Obese

Death rates related to communicable or noncommunicable diseases have not yet been fully
digitalized at the time of reporting, and thus a
proper estimation of non-communicable diseaserelated death rates cannot be provided.
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MDG 7

E n s u r e  E n vir o n m e n ta l
Sustainability

undp sint maarten
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A clean environment is a human right like any
other. It is therefore part of our responsibility
towards others to ensure that the world we
pass on is as healthy if not healthier than we
found it.”
Dalai Lama

Foreword
The 2011 MDG report of Sint Maarten and Curaçao stated that MDG 7 is lagging.
To ensure environmental sustainability, the Ministry of Public Housing, Spatial
Planning, Environment and Infrastructure (VROMI) is working together with the
UNDP in the National Development Plan (NDP) project, where special attention
is being paid to the implementation of MDG 7 via the Millennium Acceleration
Framework (MAF). Furthermore, the Ministry is focusing proper waste management solutions, biodiversity conservation, climate change mitigation, and upholding the principles of sustainable development.

Introduction
Although Sint Maarten has made some advancement regarding the protection
of its biodiversity, particularly with regards to marine biodiversity and wetland
conservation, there are still significant challenges with regards to terrestrial biodiversity conservation, zoning and planning, and the enforcement of legislation
as it pertains to the environment. In order to protect the Sint Maarten natural
habitat, it is important to conduct the proposed terrestrial biological inventory
through the MAF pilot project, and gain knowledge on what is to be protected
and how this can be done effectively within the coming five years. Conducting a
biological terrestrial inventory is step one, and it will provide the basis for policy
making for habitat protection.
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Sint Maarten has many natural habitats to be protected. The island consists of mainly mangroves,
extensive wetlands and sea grass beds, which are
rapidly disappearing due to development. The
island is subject to the Ramsar Convention, and
contains at least one designated Ramsar site of
international importance; the Man of War Shoal
Marine Park, with an extension of 3,100 ha. It is a
home and/or migratory stopover for whales, dolphins, numerous species of shark, sea turtles and
hundreds of fish species, as well as coral reefs.

Waste and waste water
Some of the main environmental threats for Sint
Maarten are waste and waste water issues. There
is a lack of sufficient sewage and waste water
treatment; in some areas there are pollution of the
groundwater and the lagoons. There is also poor
waste management: the landfill has reached its
maximum capacity and there are increasing risks
of contamination of groundwater and of the Great
Salt Pond. Unbridled development is linked to the
rapid growth of the island, and results in damage to
ecosystems and increased sewage load. Increased
solid waste loads require new waste treatment
facilities and poses special problems in relation
to waste management. There is a lack of the critical size for modern facilities for safe processing of
solid waste, including hazardous waste in sanitary
landfills; no recycling is being implemented yet
on a structured basis. Water treatment plants are
expensive and not available everywhere or connected to households and hotels.  Septic tanks and
packaged sewage treatment plants still service residential developments and hotels, but these septic
systems are often poorly maintained and seep raw
sewage into ground and surface water.
As a Small Island Developing State (SIDS) and a
Middle Income Country, Sint Maarten faces challenges on nature and environmental issues. The
SAMOA Pathway, a landmark agreement between
the United Nations Member States and Small Islands, provides a set of clearly defined goals and
mechanisms for implementation. The goals are to
support SIDs in addressing vulnerabilities and chal-

8.

lenges including climate change and natural disasters. The SAMOA Pathway also identifies areas for
development financing and cooperation as ways
that SIDs can address and sustain their solutions.
There are some cooperation mechanisms in place
with other governments and institutions in the
region, particularly in regards to information and
expertise sharing. Much remains to be done on
cooperation with other ministries, NGOs, cross
border with the French side, other Dutch Caribbean islands, regional, within the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and international cooperation and
partnerships. The Kingdom of the Netherlands
recently installed a Kingdom Working Group on
SIDS. This working group will identify the concerns under the environment theme for cooperation with Aruba, Curaçao, and The Netherlands
(for Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba).
Policies and actions:
•

•

•
•

A new Nature Policy Plan and new Environmental Policy Plans are being drafted. The
need for environmental impact assessments
will be included in the requirements.
A Spatial Development Strategy, which includes zoning and measures to protect nature and environment, is in the process of being drafted.
The realization of a Waste to Energy plant is
being planned.
The Netherlands signed the CBD, CMS,
CITES, Ramsar, Basel, MARPOL, and ICCAT
Conventions. 8 Sint Maarten needs to adhere
to these treaties and report on them.

Reporting on MDG Targets and
Indicators
Ensuring environmental sustainability also encompasses environmental health, and health related to environment, such as access to potable
water and proper sanitation facilities. This data
is measured by the Department of Statistics (2011
Census) as well as being known by the local water
distributor.

These international treaties are signed by the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and therefore
apply to Sint Maarten.

undp sint maarten
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Overall Targets & Indicators: Ensure Environmental
Sustainability

table 7.1

GOAL 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability
Targets

15. Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programs and
reverse the loss of environmental resources.

16. Halve by 2015 the proportion of people without
sustainable access to drinking water and to improve
sanitation.

17. Have achieved by 2020 significant improvement
in the lives of at least 70 percent of persons living in
poor communities.

Baseline for Curaçao and Sint
Maarten
59. Proportion of land area covered
by forests

60%

60. Ratio of area protected to
maintain biological diversity to
surface area

23%

61. Energy use (kg oil equivalent)
per US$1 GDP (PPP)

Not
available

62. Carbon dioxine emissions (per
capita);

Not
available

63. Proportion of population using
solid fuels by type of tenure

<1%
0%

64. Proportion of population with
sustainable access to improved
water source

Almost
100%

65. Proportion of population with
access to improved sanitation
facility, urban/rural

Almost
100%

66. Proportion of households with
own dwelling

Almost
100%

67. Percentage of coral reefs
destroyed by human activity and by
natural disasters
18. Ensure the availability of a vulnerability index
for the Caribbean which is sensitive to economic,
social and environmental threats within the next
five years.

2013

80%

68. Incidence of natural disasters

Not
available

69. Economic losses resulting from
natural disasters

Not
available

70. Social dislocation resulting from
natural disasters

Not
available
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Target 15: Integrate the principles of
sustainable development into country
policies and programs and reverse the
loss of environmental resources

More than 99 percent of the population do have
their own dwellings. There aren’t any shelters
present on Sint Maarten, and there is no record of
registered homeless people.

There are difficulties in reporting on this target as
the definition of forest varies from organization to
organization. There are currently no means in place
to measure energy use or carbon dioxide emissions.
The proportion of population using solid fuels such
as coal is believed to be less than 1 percent.

Indicator 64. Proportion of population
with sustainable access to an improved
water source

Target 16: Halve, by 2015, the
proportion of people without
sustainable access to drinking water
and to improve sanitation

Based on the results of the 2011 Census, executed by
the Department of Statistics of the Government of
Sint Maarten, 100 percent of the population has direct access to drinking water. More than 91.5 percent
of the population have direct access to safe water.

Local water supply data according to the 2011 Census
Target 16. Indicator 64, 65
Water supply to households

table 7.2

Absolute

Relative %

Water supply line

12,461

83.5

Cistern or water well

1,100

7.4

81

0.5

1,169

7.8

Other

112

0.7

Total

14,922

100%

Water truck
Bottles of water

Water trucks and bottles of water are not considered safe access.

64. Proportion of population with sustainable access to improved water source

Almost 100%

65. Proportion of population with access to improved sanitation facility, urban/rural

Almost 100%

66. Proportion of households with own dwelling

Almost 100%

Local water well data according to the 2011 Census
Target 17, indicator 66
Type of household wells

table 7.3

Absolute

Relative %

11,853

92.2

2

0.0

Yes, with an electric pump

294

2.3

Yes, without a pump or a windmill

350

2.7

Not reported

354

2.8

12,854

100%

No
Yes, with a windmill

Total
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Target 16 Indicator 65. Proportion of
population with access to improved
sanitation facility, urban/rural;

to drinking water and to improve
sanitation

Based on the results of the 2011 Census, executed
by the Department of Statistics of the Government of Sint Maarten, the following drainage systems are to be found at the described numbers
per occupied living accommodation. The percentage of households that do not have a toilet is
0.2 percent of the interviewed population. In 2011,
Sint Maarten had 12,854 households.

Target 16 Halve, by 2015, the proportion
of people without sustainable access

Proportion of population with sustainable access to an improved water source (7.16.64)
Based on the results of the 2011 Census, executed by the Department of Statistics, under
the Government of Sint Maarten, the following
water supply systems are to be found at the described numbers per occupied living accommodation. Approximately 100 percent of the population has direct access to potable water, if it is
not including bottles of water or other means, it
is approximately 91.5 percent of the population
have direct ‘access’ to water.

Local drainage data according to the 2011 Census

table 7.4

Water supply line

Cistern or water
well

Water
truck

Bottles of
water

Other

cesspool

5,813

448

29

566

39

septic tank

5,185

568

51

496

48

sewage

1,316

75

1

88

8

Other

54

1

-

7

4

Not applicable (no toilet)

11

-

-

5

12

Not reported

82

7

-

7

1

Total 14,923

12,461

1,100

81

1,169

112

Waste Water Drainage

Local water well data according to the 2011 Census

Type of household wells

table 7.5

Absolute

Relative %

11,853

92.2

2

0.0

Yes, with an electric pump

294

2.3

Yes, without a pump or a windmill

350

2.7

Not reported

354

2.8

No
Yes, with a windmill

Total

12,854

100.0
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MDG 7, Target 16, indicator 65
7.16.65 Proportion of population with
access to improved sanitation facility,
urban/rural
Based on the results of the 2011 Census, executed
by the Department of Statistics, under the Gov-

ernment of Sint Maarten, the following drainage
systems are to be found at the described numbers
per occupied living accommodation. The percentage of households that do not have a toilet is 0.2
percent of the interviewed population. In 2011,
Sint Maarten had 12,854 households.

Local drainage data according to the 2011 Census

table 7.6

Water supply line

Cistern or water
well

Water
truck

Bottles of
water

Other

cesspool

5,813

448

29

566

39

septic tank

5,185

568

51

496

48

sewage

1,316

75

1

88

8

Other

54

1

-

7

4

Not applicable (no toilet)

11

-

-

5

12

Not reported

82

7

-

7

1

Total 14,923

12,461

1,100

81

1,169

112

Waste Water Drainage

Responses on MDG 7 lagging on Sint
Maarten
During numerous consultations and meetings
centered on the MDGs for Sint Maarten, it was decided that MDG 7 was one of the goals that needed
the most attention for Sint Maarten. Subsequently, the Government of Sint Maarten has embarked
on a MAF methodology for this goal, amongst
others. An experts group was installed to give
guidance in writing the MAF report and action
plan, wherein the bottlenecks and priority solutions were thought out to increase environmental
sustainability for the country. A representative of
the Ministry of VROMI and of the Nature Foundation actively took part in both the MDG and the
MAF processes.  The interventions and solutions
were gathered in a MAF report and action plan, of
which relevant tables and maps are incorporated
into this MDG chapter. The MAF report outlines
the following topics and issues:

Interventions
Sub interventions
Priority Bottlenecks
Identified solutions 2014-2015 and beyond
Activities
Identify stakeholders and potential partners
During the process, the MAF expert group determine the MDG Acceleration Framework Country
MAF Action Plan, where progress on MDG 7 will be
accelerated by fostering sustainable community
development.  The key sub interventions for Conservation of Nature were focused primarily on:
•
•
•

Zoning /Planning
Enforcement of Environmental Legislation
Conservation of Biodiversity

In the phase that followed the Acceleration
Framework Country MAF Action Plan, the costing
of the established solutions had been discussed.
This table is enclosed in the addendum.
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Pilot Project.
A biological inventory to outline the terrestrial diversity of the flora and fauna and associated habitat and invasive species on Sint Maarten

invasive species. The objective of the inventory is
to undertake a general terrestrial biological inventory of flora and fauna on Sint Maarten with attention to the impacts of terrestrial invasive species,
their composition, distribution and abundance.
This will be achieved by producing a database of
the references concerning terrestrial natural resources complemented with field observations
in order to provide up-to-date documentation of
the biological diversity and conservation values of
terrestrial species. A report on threats and conservation priorities will also be compiled. Terms of
reference for the pilot project have been drafted
and published by UNDP. The pilot project will be
executed and completed in 2015.

Coming out of the MAF consultations regarding
the need to foster a more environmentally sustainable Sint Maarten, this pilot project will include
a wide-scale biological inventory of the terrestrial
ecosystems of the island. The knowledge obtained
from this inventory report will assist in both policy
making and in the establishment of a terrestrially
protected area – the best means of affording protection for terrestrial species - as an agreed-upon
deliverable in the MAF Country Action Plan. The
last biological inventory was undertaken in 1996,
after Hurricane Luis. Since then, Sint Maarten has
developed considerably with a notable presence of

More information regarding MDG 7 and its implications are illustrated in the following map.

Pilot Project: Biological Inventory Forest Map
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) Vegetation map of Sint Maarten

!
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MDG 8

Develop a Global Partnership
for Development
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There is now a wide recognition that nobody
can feel safe in a world where perverse
inequalities prevail. Peace and security
are public goods of a global character.
And international cooperation – including
development cooperation - is going to be key
in helping to supply them.”
Poul Nielson, European Commissioner for Development and
Humanitarian Aid

Foreword
MDG 8 Global Partnership for Development addresses the way developed countries can assist developing countries to achieve the other seven MDGs through
more financial and technical development assistance. Improved access to markets and debt relief are essential targets. To achieve this, commitments from major donors are needed to reverse the decline in official development assistance
(ODA) and focus more on poverty reduction, education and health to help countries realize the MDGs. In this chapter, Sint Maarten’s work towards MDG 8 is described for the years 2011-2015; international cooperation for MDG 1 to 7 is also
discussed. The main questions addressed here are: On which interventions, topics or projects, how and with which goals and results is Sint Maarten working together with governments, NGOs or private sectors of other countries to address
challenges? What will be the focus and way forward for the upcoming five years,
considering the Sustainable Development Goals?
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Introduction
MDG 8 focuses on partnership and cooperation:
•
•
•
•
•

Integration of   the principles of sustainable
development into policies and programs,
Official development assistance,
Market access,
Debt sustainability, and
Communication links, connection and cooperation within the region.

Sint Maarten is steadily addressing issues on data
gaps in the country, by way of up-to-date national

surveys and improved collection and processing
of data from administrative sources. Collection
of social statistical data is an acknowledged area
of weakness, given that a number of large-scale
research projects are either overdue or not previously conducted. Limited resources are currently
being allocated in order to prioritize the execution
of key household surveys which would provide
baselines in areas such as income and poverty.
With a focus on poverty reduction, environmental
sustainability and extra attention to the core priorities of vulnerability reduction, capacity building
and good governance, Sint Maarten is paving the
way to sustainable development of the island.

Overall Targets & Indicators MDG 8

table 8.1

Targets
19. Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and
programs and reverse the loss of environmental resources.

fair

20. Address the special needs of the Least Developed Countries (LDC), which
includes tariff and quota free access for LDCs’ exports; enhanced program of debt
relief for Heavy Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs) and cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more generous programs of debt relief for countries committed to
poverty reduction

Not applicable

21. Address the special needs of Small Islands Developing States (SIDS)

See SIDS

22. Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries,
through national and international measures in order to make debt sustainable in
the long term

Fair

Official Development Assistance (ODA)
Indicators
71. Net ODA as a percentage of Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD)/Development Assistance Committee (DAC) donors’
gross national product (targets of 0.7% in total and 0.15% for LDCs)

Sint Maarten is not a
recipient of donation
from OECD/DAC

72. Proportion of ODA to basic social services (basic education, primary
health care, nutrition, safe water and sanitation)
73. Proportion of ODA that is untied

Not applicable

74. Proportion of ODA for environment in SIDS
75. Proportion of ODA for transportation in land-locked countries

Not applicable,
Sint Maarten is
not considered as
landlocked.
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Market Access
Indicators
76. Proportion of exports (by value, and excluding arms) admitted free of duties
and quotas

100% (2011)

76a. Export of services as a proportion of total goods and services exported
77. Average tariffs and quotas on agricultural products and textiles and clothing
from developing countries

N/A

78. Agricultural subsidies for OECD countries as a percentage of Gross Domestic
Product for respective countries

Not applicable

79. Cost of implementing sanitary/phyto sanitary measures as a percentage of the
total value of exports for which these measures are required

N/A

80. Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity.

Debt Sustainability
Indicators
81. Proportion of official bilateral HIPC debt canceled

Not applicable

82. Debt service as a percentage of export of goods and services
83. Proportion of ODA provided as debt relief

Target 23. In cooperation with developing countries, develop and implement strategies for decent and productive work for youth, women and especially vulnerable
groups.

See table 8.2

Indicator 84. Unemployment rate by sex

See table 8.2

84a. Unemployment rate for the 15-24 age group by sex

See table 8.2

Target 24. In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable internationally approved essential drugs in developing countries.

See table 8.2

Indicator 85. Proportion of population with access to affordable, essential, and approved drugs on a sustainable basis

Target 25. In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of
new technologies, especially information and communications.
Indicator 86. Telephone lines per 1,000 people
Indicator 87. Personal computers per 1,000 people

70% (2011)

See table 8.2
N/A
56.4 (2011)

Indicator 86. Ratio of personal computers/laptops available for use in primary
and secondary schools to number of students enrolled in primary and secondary
schools
Indicator 88. Ratio of ministerial/departmental websites used in providing information to the population to the number of ministries/departments within the
government
Indicator 89. Internet users per 100 population
Indicator 90. Cellular subscribers per 100 population

45% (2011)
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Reporting MDG Targets and
Indicators
Indicator 78: Sint Maarten does have a defined department that supports agriculture and fisheries.
The country currently lacks legislation that fully
outlines the duties of such an entity.

Indicator 80: Sint Maarten does not receive any
ODA as defined by the OECD.
Data pertaining to Target 23¸ see table 8.6.
In cooperation with developing countries, develop and implement strategies for decent and
productive work for youth, women and especially
vulnerable groups.

Target 25
Percentage of households with TV, cable services, and fixed
or mobile phone services

table 8.2

Households with Television/Cable Connections

Year

Results in %
(relative figures)

Households with Television

2011

89.8

Households with Cable

2011

71.0

Number of Fixed/Mobile Telephone Connections

Year

Results in %
(relative figures)

Fixed Telephone Connections

2011

6,862

Mobile Telephone Connections

2011

67,124

Fixed Telephone Connections, of which some are:
•
Postpaid
•
Prepaid

2014

9,792
9,448
344

Mobile Telephone Connections
•
Postpaid
•
Prepaid

2014

76,461
68,655
7,806

Source: STAT, Population Census 2011

Source: Bureau Telecommunications and Post St. Maarten

Integrate the principles of sustainable
development into country policies and
programs (Target 19) and reverse the
loss of environmental resources.
Adapting principles of sustainable development
as such is partly taken place on ministerial level as
well as on a national and international level. In Sint
Maarten, policy departments, NGOs and private
sector partners, as far as could be abstracted from
available information, are starting to acknowledge the principles of sustainable development in
general and in most cases adopting some of them
into their policies and regulations. International
agreements and regulations are more and more

respected and applied within the limited capacity
and understanding of the mechanisms for a young
country. The integrity of the global environmental
and developmental system is acknowledged and
efforts are to cause the least damage as possible
to the environment, although some cases of negligent environmental protection are still recorded.
There are two strong environmental NGOs that
are working on environmental protection and
spreading awareness in the schools and the wider
society. The Government of Sint Maarten tries to
uphold environmental protection as an integral
part of its development; the principle of ‘the polluter should bear the costs of pollution’ is starting
to be integrated into Sint Maarten’s environmen-
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tal law. However, there is a considerable challenge
in terms of the enforcement of laws, regulations
and policies due to the lack of trained personnel
as well as the lack of an effective access to judicial
and administrative proceedings on some levels.
Ministries are working together through the inter-ministerial working group and the MDG Work
Group to link development themes together and
combat poverty, while taking the principles of
sustainable development into account. Within
the MAF process, the commitment to sustainable
communities is an example of linking poverty and
environmental issues to uplift neighborhoods.
Furthermore, Sint Maarten is exchanging scientific and technological knowledge through global
partnerships; it has become an official member of
the Caribbean SIDS and adheres to immediately
notifying other SIDS in case of any natural disaster,
emergency or activity that may have a significant
adverse trans-boundary environmental effects.
The National Development Plan (NDP) for Sint
Maarten is currently being drafted. It will provide
a guide to address the economic, social, cultural

and environmental priorities through a holistic,
sustainable development lens, taking into consideration the integration of principles of good governance. Within this framework, international
treaty and convention obligations will be closely
adhered, monitored and reported. The MDGs
and SDG’s, which have been fully adopted by Sint
Maarten, have by definition a focus on sustainability. They form the basis for Sint Maarten’s National Development Plan.
Official Development Assistance (ODA) comprises of grants or loans for developing countries
and territories on the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development/Development
Assistance Committee (OECD/DAC) list of aid
recipients; these loans, provided at concessional
financial terms and/or with a minimum 25 percent
grant, are undertaken by the respective sector
and intended to promote economic development
and welfare. Technical cooperation is included.
Sint Maarten is not included in the DAC-list of d
grants, loans and credits from other countries, as
it comes under the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
The Central Dutch government is responsible for
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specific areas such as justice, education, social security, central taxation, immigration, and health.
Sint Maarten is responsible for the local economy
and infrastructure. Sint Maarten, like Curaçao
and Aruba, comes under overseas countries and
territories (OCT’s) of the European Union to
which special provisions apply.
In preparation for the dismantling of The Netherlands Antilles and the creation of the new
country of Sint Maarten, a number of scenarios
were anticipated. One of those was the cessation of Dutch ODA, a mechanism through which
financial, technical and human resources support was previously provided to Sint Maarten by
The Netherlands. This mechanism no longer exists. One resultant impact of ODA withdrawal is
potential gaps in social and economic programs
formerly funded under such ODA. This could exacerbate the poverty situation and affect the government’s capacity to identify funding support
in needed health, education, culture and other
socio-economic areas. Dutch ODA, according to
Dutch MDG 8 report, has exceeded the UN target
of 0.7 percent of Gross National Income (GNI). At
the 2002 Financing for Development Conference
in Monterrey, many donor countries, most notably the EU member states, committed themselves
to increasing their ODA performance.

The Princess Juliana International Airport

The 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) provided a strong
impulse. The agreed WSSD Plan of implementation was translated by the Dutch government
into a Sustainable Action Program with an international and national dimension. As part of the
Dutch ODA target of 0.8 percent of GNI, the government has been targeting 0.1 percent for environment and development issues. The challenge
is to integrate policies on international natural
resource conservation and biodiversity with policies on sustainable poverty reduction.

Market Access
Foreign exchanges remittances
Creating a competitive business
climate
The government’s competitive business concept
is predicated upon the vision that government
should play a leading role in mitigating the effects
of the changes in the international market economy through diversification of Sint Maarten’s
tourism-based economy. This diversification
will take place through the stimulation of industries and services which are complementary to
a tourism-based economy. These will include financial services, agriculture and agro-process-
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ing, niche tourism, and the development of new
attractions to complement the existing tourism
product. The government will then further develop the tourism sector, the foundation on the
island’s economy, through active marketing and
promotion of Sint Maarten as a destination. This

will be achieved by establishing the necessary infrastructure and initiatives to support economic
growth. To that end, the government aims to implement policies that stimulate and facilitate sustainable economic development and strengthen
regional and international relationships.

Remittances by Countries in 2013

Countries

table 8.3

Amount Out in ANG
(= /$)1.83

Countries

Amount Out

%

USA

9,600,000.00

Dominican Republic

39,826,259.00

55,6

Colombia

5,100,000.00

USA

9,792,371.00

13,7

Haiti

5,000,000.00

Haiti

7,271,265.00

10.2

Dominican Republic

4,400,000.00

Others

6,245,657.00

8.7

Jamaica

3,100,000.00

Colombia

5,100,000.00

7,1

Other

6,200,000.00

Jamaica

3,100.000.00

4,3

Puerto Rico

227,088.00

4,3

Antigua

34,015.00

0,3

33,400.00

Antigua
Haiti

34,015.00
2,271,265.00

USA (New York)

192,371.00

Companies with permit

Puerto Rico

227,088.00

Countries without
permit

38,196,655.00

Other

45,657.00

Dominican Republic

35,426,259.00

Total

71,596,655.00

Total 2013

71,159,655.00

Diff Central Bank
with interviews

38,196,655.00

per month

5,966,387.93

Remittances per
month

5,966,387.93 (ANG)
3,314,660.00 (USD)

Source: SER (Social Economic Council of Sint Maarten), Year report 2013

Presently, Sint Maarten doesn’t have a trade policy. The lack of a trade policy presents some challenges as there are no specifically outlined standards and rules for trading.

Economic Zone
The Economic-Zone (E-Zone) project is intended
to boost the investment climate of Sint Maarten,
create employment opportunities, and broaden

the tax base by developing an off-shore business
sector. An E-Zone is a specially designated area or
space where business offering off-shore services
can be establish at preferred tax rates. Companies
within the E-Zone will be taxed at 2 percent until
January 1, 2026. There are no import duties or
turnover tax due for goods and services rendered
within the E-Zone. By doing so, economic growth
will be stimulated using modern techniques such
as e-commerce and social networking.
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Debt Sustainability program
As part of the agreement to get the 2010 Separate
Status on the new constitutional arrangements,
The Netherlands agreed to take over a large part
of the total public debt of the former Netherlands
Antilles, of which Sint Maarten belonged. This
was done on the condition that the islands would
commit themselves to balance budgets and prevent future accumulation of debts. A Council for
Financial Supervision (CFT, College Financieel
toezicht), composed of members from both the
former Netherlands Antilles and The Netherlands, was installed to supervise the budget preparation and execution of the islands. In 2009, debt
restructuring and CFT supervision commenced
for Curaçao and Sint Maarten with the enforcement of a temporary Order in Royal Council. As of
1st January 2011, the Statute Law became the legal
financial framework for Sint Maarten.
The implementation of the debt relief program
agreed with The Netherlands - in the context of

the constitutional reform process - had a significant impact on the economies of Curaçao and
Sint Maarten in 2010. The transfer of debt relief
grants by the Dutch government limited the decline of the current balance of payments position.
Curaçao and Sint Maarten acquired a sound starting position for their joint monetary union and a
common currency, the Antillean Guilder. The Central Bank of Curaçao and Sint Maarten (CBCS) is
now the authority responsible for monetary and
financial supervision. However, these two countries should adhere to the agreed-upon budgetary rules to maintain sound public finances.
By the end of 2011, The Netherlands granted Sint
Maarten a total of 103.2 million ANG (equivalent
to 57.3 million US$) to develop and execute 65 development projects. The division of grants was as
follows: 32,198 million ANG for Social Economic
Initiative Program (SEI), 34,782 million ANG for
Institutional Capacity Strengthening (IVB) and
37,380 million ANG for the Educational and Youth
program (OCJS).

table 8.5

Indicator 84
Unemployment rate for the 15-24 age group by sex

Unemployment rate 2011
Total

Male

Female

15-24

27.7%

27.9%

27.4%

25-44

10.1%

7.8%

12.3%

45+

9.0%

8.4%

9.6%

Total

11.5%

10.1%

12.9%

Unemployment rate 2013
Total

Male

Female

15-24

25.9%

28.2%

23.5%

25-44

6.9%

7.8%

6.1%

45+

7.7%

7.8%

7.5%

Total

9.2%

9.9%

8.4%

Source: STAT Sint Maarten 2013
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Target 24
Indicator 85: In cooperation with
pharmaceutical companies, provide
access to affordable internationally
approved essential drugs in developing
countries

Proportion of population with access
to affordable essential drugs on a
sustainable basis MDG 8, target 24,
indicator 85

Sint Maarten facilitates its population’s health
needs through a social insurance program, as
well as private insurance companies. Necessary
medication are imported through suppliers and
provided to the consumers through the pharmacies, either by way of a medical professional or by
the pharmacist, if it is an over-the-counter product. There is an official list of medication that is
allowed to be imported into Sint Maarten, based
on legislation. All medication is available to everyone, either through personal payment or through
their insurance.
Based on information from the Social Insurance
Bank (SZV) and the Public Health Department,
approximately 70 percent of the population is
medically insured. When a person is not insured,
payments are made out of pocket. In principle everyone has access to all medication, but what is
covered depends on the package provided for by
your insurance company.

In terms of accessibility and affordability of medication locally, the following information can be
provided. Everyone has access to all medication,
affordability depends on the person’s insurance
status (and package), financial situation and medical needs. As per the 2011 Census, approximately
65 percent of the population was insured. As per
the Social Insurance Bank (SZV) and the Public
Health Department, approximately 70 percent of
the population has been medically insured as of
2014, showing an increase in persons covered by
medical insurance.
Sint Maarten is also in discussions to join a pool
procurement system with other partners in the
region. This will facilitate the purchase and import
of necessary medication and medical materials at
a lower cost, providing in more favorable market for the consumer. The possibility of national
health insurance is also being investigated.

Population insurance status as per the 2011 Census

20.2% BZV/SZV
14.6% Private insurance
12.3% I am not insured
2.9% Not reported
1.7% Insurance by employer
1.6% PP card
1.1% I don’t know
1.0% FZOG
44.7% SVB

graph 8.1
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Communication linkages
Sint Maarten is strengthening its regional cooperation, in particular with CARICOM. Priority is
also give to developing programs with Saint Mar-

tin through a cross border cooperation program.
In table 8.1 the main interventions with regional
and international partners are summarized, reflecting Sint Maarten’s level of engagement for
MDGs 1 to 7.

Personal computers per 1,000 people

table 8.6

Occupied living accommodations by facilities
Facilities

Absolute

Relative %

Landline telephone(s)

3,234

25.2

Mobile telephone(s)

12,235

95.2

Personal computer(s)/laptop(s)

7,249

56.4

Internet connection to the dwelling

5,989

46.6

Internet reception via mobile phone

3,208

25.0

Mobile internet via laptop or PC (3G)

2,978

23.2

Television set/flat screen

11,546

89.8

Cable TV/wireless

9,126

71.0

Satellite dish

1,397

10.9

Refrigerator

12,236

95.2

Freezer

3,235

25.2

Washing machine

11,159

86.8

957

7.4

Dishwasher
Source: Department of STAT, data from Census 2011.

Indicator 86
Telephone lines per 1000 people

table 8.7

Categorization
Telephone (land) lines per 1000 people

Data Requirements

Amount/%

Number of telephones divided by total
population multiplied by 1000

25.2%

Source: Bureau Telecommunications, Sint Maarten, 2014.
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table 8.8

Indicator 88
Ratio of personal computers/laptops available for use in primary and secondary schools to number of students enrolled
in primary and secondary schools.

Elementary Schools July 2013
Number of working
computers

Number of students

Dr. Martin Luther King

8

246

Leonard Conner School

2

244

Prins Willem Alexander

0

75

Charles L. Bell

4

151

Ruby Labega

0

203

Oranje School

5

359

M.G. de Weever School

28

305

Sr. Borgia School

25

204

Marie Laurence School

2

188

Sr. Regina School

24

213

St. Joseph School

3

198

Sr. Magda

40

353

St. Dominic Primary

8

251

Asha Stevens Hillside Christian

32

475

Snijders Hillside Christian

9

257

MAC: John. A. Gumbs Campus

16

416

MAC: Browlia F. Maillard Campus

16

430

Name of School:

Secondary Schools
FAVE (Sint Maarten Academy)

50 (Pin Client System)

470

FAVE (Sint Maarten Academy VSBO)

70 (Pin Client System)

499

SVOBE (HAVO,VWO,TKL, PKL)

76

1400

Sundial

24

1350

St. Dominic High

63

373

40 /4

228

SMVTS

Source: Department of Statistics, Government of Sint Maarten, 2014
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Indicator 88
Ratio of personal computers/laptops available for use
in primary and secondary schools to number of students
enrolled in primary and secondary schools

Categorization
Ratio of personal
computers/laptops
available

table 8.9

Data Requirements

Primary Schools

Secondary Schools

Number of personal computers/
laptops available for use by students in schools in proportion to
total number of students

4.9 students per
computer

7.5 per computer

Source: Department of Statistics, Government of Sint Maarten, 2014.

Indicator 89
Ratio of ministerial/departmental websites used in providing
information to the population to the number of ministries/
departments within the government

table 8.10

MDG 8. Develop a Global Partnership for Development
Target 25. In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies,
especially information and communications
Indicator 89

Ratio of departmental websites used in providing information to population to number
of departments in government

The Department of Communications (DCOMM)
states that the Government of Sint Maarten operates under a policy of One Central Website,
www.sintmaartengov.org. All seven Ministries
and Departments are represented on this central website. Some departments have their own
websites but DCOMM does not have an inventory of how many that may be. On the central
website there are links to some of these depart-

1 central governmental website for
all seven ministries

ment websites. The idea of applying ratios of
websites per department does not apply to Sint
Maarten as the policy of One Central Website is
in effect. This central website concept stems
from the idea of a proposed Public Service Center where customers of government services
can get information at a “one stop shop”, either
online or in person at the new government administration building.

undp sint maarten

Indicator 90
Internet users per 100 population

table 8.11

Categorization
Internet users per 100 population
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Data Requirements

Amount/%

Amount of internet users divided by total
occupied living accommodation

46.6%

Source Department of Statistic, Government of St. Maarten, 2014

Indicator 91
Cellular subscribers per 100 population
Categorization
Cellular subscribers per 100 population

table 8.12

Data Requirements

Amount

Amount of cellular subscribers divided by
total population multiplied by 100

unknown

-

The Harbour of Sint Maarten
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Moving Forward:
The unfinished business
of the MDGs and
emerging priorities
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MDGs priorities for the years 2015
and beyond
For MDGs 1-7
For MDG 1 on Poverty Alleviation
The Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and Labor has recently developed a five year
VSA Strategic Plan. This plan became operational
in January 2015, and outlined the ministry’s vision,
mission and core objectives. The VSA-Strategic
Plan puts more emphasis on results, and includes
more intensive monitoring and evaluation planning and better inter-departmental cooperation
and collaboration. Additionally, it identifies the
priorities of the ministry and allots the ownership
of those priorities to the respective departments
and executing agencies. Poverty eradication,
women’s empowerment, a social safety net for
those in dire need and social protection are considered top priorities.

Poverty Eradication
The Department of Social Development created
a plan of action for poverty eradication. This plan
encompasses the creation of a poverty definition,
typology, approach, measurement and established poverty line(s) to be used in a Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) for Sint Maarten. Other
plans will assist the PRS:
1.
2.
3.

VSA Strategic Plan (of the Ministry of Public
Health, Social Development and Labor);
National Development Plan for Sint Maarten;
and,
MDG Acceleration Framework.

Furthermore, country-specific poverty and empowerment indicators, as well as, a consensusdriven plan for monitoring and evaluating the
country’s progress will be established.

end, the government intends to introduce reforms to maximize the potential of students such
that no teacher or school is left behind. Reforms
are to include curriculum reform, digital and distance learning, home schooling, and schooling for
vulnerable groups including students with special
needs, the gifted and talented. The objective is
for English to be mastered by all school levels at
the end of secondary education and for Dutch to
be taught as a strong foreign language, securing
student mastery of the language by the end of
their secondary education. Within primary education a focus will be placed on developing critical
and creative thinkers who possess high levels of
self-esteem. Secondary education will be geared
toward assisting students in becoming independent and responsible adult citizens. Technical and
vocational education will be broad-based at the
secondary and tertiary levels so as to provide specialist skills and enhance future individual earning
capacity, thereby further stimulating personal and
economic growth. Within higher education, the
University of St. Martin will be further supported
in order to provide Sint Maarten with competent
men and women trained in business, government,
the arts, science and technology, and other professions that will contribute to the growth of the
economy. To enhance the attractiveness of the
teaching profession, public private partnerships
will be pursued to create incentives for teachers.
A summer school program for students, who have
been held back due to failing in one or two subjects, will be explored and introduced. In addition,
improved data gathering practices is expected to
further enhance evidenced-based decision making and more effective monitoring and evaluation
of policies and programs.
As of 2015 the SDG for Education refers to the
achievement of:
Ensuring inclusive and equitable education and
promote life-long learning opportunities for all.
Priorities are set to be as successful as one possibly can be.

For MDG 2 on Education
For the post-MDG period, the government of Sint
Maarten has identified quality improvements in
student outcomes as a priority for the primary,
secondary and higher education levels. To this

Unfortunately as a young country in development,
Sint Maarten is aware of the many challenges that
it will have to deal with. The lack of available data
and human resources is a pressing concern. At the
same time, it is acknowledged that strong collabo-
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ration, with NGOs, partners from the Dutch Caribbean and French side, SIDS, UN Agencies and all
other relevant organizations, will lead to success.

1.

2.

For MDG 3 Women Empowerment
Women Empowerment
Currently, the Department of Community Development, Family and Humanitarian Affairs, in collaboration with the Department of Social Development, is planning a women’s conference to be held
in September 2015; this conference will help identify what the community feels are the pressing issues
concerning women and women’s empowerment.
This will enable both departments to create:
1.
2.
3.

a mechanism for better working relationships with women’s organizations;
an inventory of the NGOs plans for women’s
empowerment; and
a Plan of Action for increasing women’s
equality and empowerment, spanning two
years.

3.

Financial Assistance – social welfare given to
persons that are considered destitute and
earn an income less than the minimum wage.
Medical Assistance – medical insurance coverage paid for by the Government of Sint
Maarten and given to persons that are unemployed and earn less than ANG 3758.30
monthly. This amount is indexed by the Department of Social Services annually.
Legal Aid – provided to persons that earn less
than ANG 22,500 annually for the payment of
legal fees in civil suits, usually against their
employers, on a case-by-case basis.

One of the first new services offered will be a
transportation program for the disabled, chronically ill and elderly. Other services to follow will
cater to other vulnerable groups, such as addicts
and substance abusers, youth, and the unemployed, among others. These services will be developed across the ministry and spearheaded by
the department or executing agency respectively,
covering the targeted vulnerable groups.

For MDG 4, 5 and 6
At Risk Youth
The Department of Community Development,
Family and Humanitarian Affairs has developed
the Youth Connection Program. This program is
designed to target youth, teenage parents and delinquents. It aims to connect youth to existing social
and educational programs and offer them assistance in finding suitable employment and counseling. The main objective of the program is to boost
the moral and self-esteem of troubled youth.

Safety Nets for those in dire need and
Social Protection
The development of sustainable safety nets and
a strong social protection floor is of utmost importance within the departments and executing
agencies of the Ministry of Public Health, Social
Development and Labor. The Department of Social Development is developing resultantly, a Social Support Act, which will create the legal basis
to offer additional forms of social assistance that
are not covered by the Youth Connection Program and existing ordinances: e.g.

In 2014, the Ministry of Public health, Social Development and Labor embarked on the development of a comprehensive multi-annual plan for
2015-2020 to secure the overall health and wellbeing of the people of Sint Maarten. Since the
constitutional change, the ministry has gained
valuable experience in the field of governance,
policy development, legislation, national and international cooperation, and partnerships. To
further professionalize and strengthen the work
of the ministry as a whole, it started to reflect
upon and evaluate the years as a country. This led
to the formulation of a new shared vision and unified mission and common goals for all three sectors and departments. The VSA Strategic Plan
will guide a comprehensive and collaborative
approach, bringing together all three sectors:
public health, social development and labor. An
important change is that the VSA Strategic Plan
and the Year Plans of the ministry reflect accurate and current baseline data, identifying the
needs and challenges of the nation. This ensures
that the existing societal problems are addressed
holistically.

97

98 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

MDG workgroup at work

As the Sint Maarten National Development Plan
(NDP) is still being developed, the MDG and MAF
will be incorporated in the respective strategic
plans. Initiatives for national monitoring and
evaluation, capacity-building strategies, and resource mobilization efforts will be aligned. This
approach will ensure a safe and healthy living and
working environment, as well as promote individual and community responsibility in sustaining
livelihoods whilst fulfilling their full potential.
A priority for 2015 is the finalization of the VSA
Strategic Plan and the establishment of a monitoring unit. A priority for 2015 is the finalization of
the NSP and the establishment of a monitoring &
evaluation unit to monitor the long term effects
of the annual activities. These units will advocate for and ensure the necessary activities and
measures needed to contribute to improving the
overall health and well-being of the population in
a sustainable, timely, and responsible manner.

For MDG 7 Environmental
Sustainability
On nature and environmental issues, there is an
array of cooperation and information and expertise sharing in place, although it could be more active and deliberately pursued. There is extensive
cooperation with other ministries, NGOs, cross
border cooperation with the French side, regional
- including cooperation with Dutch Caribbean islands - and international partnerships.

Goals for the Ministry of VROMI for the
next five years
The MAF expert group has determined that the
goals for the next five years, to be achieved by
2020 are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Proper waste management,
Biodiversity conservation,
Climate Change mitigation, and
Sustainable development principles upheld.
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1. Proper Waste Management: Plans for a Wasteto-Energy plant are in an advanced state:  building and hindrance permits have been requested,
and the remaining issues in the contracting phase
are being ironed out.  The Waste-to-Energy plant
will alleviate the waste problem greatly, and reduce the garbage burden on the Sint Maarten society, while at the same time reducing the waste
burden on the already overflowing dump in the
middle of the island. Recycling is starting to happen, with a few collecting sites for plastic, glass,
and cardboard.

plans are in the last phase of being established;
most plans have undergone public review and are
waiting for political approval.

2. Biodiversity conservation: The pilot project ‘Biological Inventory of Terrestrial Flora and Fauna’
will provide a benchmark for the current state of
affairs on flora and fauna for the country of Sint
Maarten. Zoning plans will help conserve nature
as well and will put a halt to unbridled development in fragile environments. The Hillsides Conservation Areas Zoning Plan specifically protects
the hillsides, so nature and biodiversity can be
protected against over-development. The zoning

3. Climate change mitigation: The first meetings
for a task force on climate change were held, and
terms of reference for an assessment on the effects of climate change on Sint Maarten are being
drafted.  Most of the activities in the MAF action
plan will contribute to the mitigation of the effects
of climate change for the island. These include
awareness programs, conservation of nature and
biodiversity, more enforcement on environmental issues, training of inspectors, preparation and
updating of existing nature and environmental
legislation, and the establishment of a recycling
programs.
4. Sustainable development principles upheld: In
addition to the ‘umbrella’ ordinance for VROMI
legislation, which is currently being drafted, the
establishment of zoning plans and the above listed actions will greatly contribute to this goal.

Zoning: plan map
Habitat conservation is vital to reverse the decline in biodiversity.
The establishment of protected areas is an important mechanism for achieving
that goal.

!

100 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

Zoning: Hill side Conservation areas map

!
Addendum: Protected area on Sint Maarten: Man of War Shoal
Marine Park

!
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Priorities on other main Topics

a strong revival through 2010 and 2011, with 1.66
million cruise tourists visiting in 2011, and peaked
to 2.0 million in 2014. It is estimated that the
yachting segment accounts for 15 percent of Sint
Maarten’s GDP; the yachting business, with all of
its associated activities, has seen strong growth
over the last decade.

The main topics that Sint Maarten is working on with
international partners and will be addressed within
the proposed National Development Plan are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tourism
Transportation
Climate change and Disaster risk reduction  
Information and Communication Technology
European Cooperation and Sint Maarten as
OCT
Cross Border Cooperation Sint MaartenSaint Martin
Regional Cooperation and Kingdom perspective
Sint Maarten as a Small Island Developing
State
Teachers from abroad
Technical Vocational Education & Training
Financial Intelligence
Combating Drug and  Human Trafficking
Combating Brain Drain
Immigration

Tourism
Tourism is one of the key pillars of the island’s
economy. Tourists mainly originate from North
America, and, to a lesser degree, from Europe
and South America. The Sint Maarten Tourism
Authority was established in 2014. The government’s initiative to realize year round tourism
would be pursued through this agency, together
with the private sector.
The Economic Diversification Study Final report written by Economic Development Consultants SQW in September 2006, stated that Sint
Maarten is internationally renowned as a tourism
destination. An improved tourism industry would
target stay-over visitors and encourage spending
on catering and entertainment. In Sint Maarten,
a distinction is made between ‘stay-over tourism’ (hotels, time-share, apartment/villa rental,
holiday homes) and cruise tourism and yachting.
Stay-over tourist levels are currently stable at
around 425,000 annual visitors. After a decline
during the economic crisis, cruise tourism saw

Government Priorities on Tourism for
2015:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Revision of the Tourism Master Plan
Establishment of the St. Maarten Tourism
Authority
Tourism Statistical Information System
Airlift Development
Potential new markets
Cruise conversion program
Awareness programs
Service excellence training programs/Sint
Maarten Host program
Continue to expand on the tourism season

Revision of the Tourism Master Plan
The Tourism Master Plan is a 10 year plan that was
commissioned in 2005. It is a guide for tourism
development on Sint Maarten, in all aspects. 2015
marks the end of the ten years; many changes
have taken place within the industry. There is an
urgent need to revise the Tourism Master Plan to
incorporate new trends taking place in the tourism industry; it is anticipated that the new plan
will be a five year plan.

Establishment of the Sint Maarten
Tourism Authority
The Minister of Tourism is currently finalizing the
establishment of the Sint Maarten Tourism Authority (STA). This is a process that has been in
the making for several years. As it stands now the
Sint Maarten Tourist Office is a government department that functions within certain guidelines
and parameters. Once the process of becoming
the STA is finalized, it is expected that the STA will
function more as an independent body outside of
government, with some government intervention
given that the STA will be subsidized by the state.
There will be a board established to oversee the
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daily functioning of the STA. Much of the red tape
currently experienced in the decision making process will be eliminated thus allowing the STA to
function more efficiently.

Tourism Statistical Information System
The Tourism Statistical Information System (TSIS)
is a data collection system that gathers information from the SD cards (security digital) used by
the airlines. These cards are to be scanned by arriving passengers on arrival at the immigration on
the airport; the information will be retrieved and
used to further market Sint Maarten’s as a destination. The system was funded by USONA and
executed by BAK. Efforts are ongoing to have this
system up and running in 2015.

Airlift development
This department will continue to work with other
stakeholders such as the Princess Juliana International Airport (PJIA) and some neighboring
islands as well as the French side to attract new
airlift for the island. Arkefly (new name per 2015
is TUI) will commence service to Sint Maarten in
November of 2015; contact has been made with
Air Berlin, Thomas Cook and others. The intent
is to expand and encourage additional capacity
from existing carriers such as American, Delta Jet
Blue, and Seaborne, among others.

Potential new markets
Sint Maarten is looking at new ways to diversify the
tourism markets so as to make the industry more
sustainable. The focus in the coming years will be
the German, Scandinavian, Colombian, and the
Caribbean markets, including the French speaking
islands such as Guadeloupe and Martinique. The
Chines market is also of potential interest.

Cruise conversion program
In 2015, a serious look will be taken at the various
cruise conversion programs currently on the market to identify which one can assist Sint Maarten
in converting a percentage of the 2 million plus annual cruise passengers into stay over visitors.

Tourism awareness program
Sint Maarten Tourist Bureau (STB) will continue to
work on a comprehensive tourism awareness program to enhance community understanding of
the industry and its importance to the island. The
in-school community, the industry workers and
the regular person on the street will be targeted.

Service excellence training
Sint Maarten is lagging behind in terms of service delivery to island visitors. If Sint Maarten is
serious about tourism development, then it is of
utmost urgency that service standards and certification programs are implemented for all of
those persons who come in contact with valued
guests. The aim is to develop a Sint Maarten host
program, which will seek to train the front of the
house workers in the area of service delivery and
product knowledge.

Expansion of the tourism season
The tourist season typically runs from December
15 through April 30. After April, Sint Maarten, for
the most part, becomes a ghost town with little
economic activity. The aim is to find initiatives
that will entice travel to the island   during the offseason. This includes developing the South American market whose seasons are opposite, so they
would come to Sint Maarten in their winter during
the off- season.   Partnership with entities who
have ideas that would put “heads in bed” during
the off season is important.

Transportation
Sint Maarten’s deep water port in Pointe Blanche
is used for arrivals and departures of cruise passengers and, with its comparatively better cargo
handling facilities, also for imports.
The island has two airports: Esperance GrandCase in Saint Martin and the international airport
Princess Juliana in Sint Maarten (PJIA) on the
Dutch side of the island, which can accommodate
large-capacity aircraft and serves 32 destinations. Traffic using PJIA increased by 7.6 percent
in 2012, representing approximately 1.6 million

undp sint maarten

chapter 2

passengers, whereas traffic using Grand-Case fell
by -4.9 percent.

The R3I project started with a pilot by a reviewing of
existing capacities in the OCTs in hazard mapping,
vulnerability assessments and early warning systems. What are the results of this project as of 2015?
Sint Maarten benefitted in the following ways:

The state of the road network in Sint Maarten is
alarming, due to increasing volumes of traffic,
overloaded lorries and Heavy Goods Vehicles
(HGV’s), and infrastructure deterioration; another factor is the number of vehicles in circulation.
The result of higher traffic volumes is growing
pollution, which adds to the increasing pressure
on the environment.

Climate Change and Disaster Risk
Reduction
Through the UNDP-EU funded Regional Risk Reduction Initiative (R3I) project, Sint Maarten has
addressed the topic of climate change. The R3I
project kicked off in 2009-2010, and ended in December 2012. The project addressed the vulnerability of the Caribbean, and specifically the OCTs,
to a range of climate change hazards such as sea
level and temperature rise by providing a network
of regional infrastructure, programs, policies and
protocols aimed at reducing loss of human life and
lessening the economic impact from disasters.
The need for data and systems to support early
recovery after a disaster was also addressed.
R3I included the English and Dutch speaking OCTs
in the Caribbean such as Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Montserrat,
Turks & Caicos, Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Sint
Maarten, Saba, and Sint Eustatius. The project
lasted three years and received a total of € 4.932
million in funding.  No specific amounts were allocated for individual Islands. UNDP Barbados and
the OECS were the implementing agencies.

•

•

•

Early warning systems: the Common Alerting
Protocol (CAP) server was installed – four radio interrupt devices were received – the Sint
Maarten National Warning System was designed – public awareness campaign was developed – feasibility study for several alerting
options conducted.
Flooding analysis - near shore Bathymetry
was executed – IHE-UNESCO flood mapping
was done – effects of coastal flooding was
mapped.
Capacity building in GIS delivered - Regional
networking.

Information and communication
technologies
With regard to information and communication
technologies (ICT), it must first be stressed that
Saint-Martin and Sint Maarten benefit from good
provision of cable-based services, which generate comparative advantages within the Lesser
Antilles region. This includes:
•

Regional and national capacities strengthened for
integration to planning and institutional frameworks, and countries enabled to reduce sectorial
risks and better manage multi-hazards.

East Caribbean Fiber System (ECPS) which
serves the Caribbean islands from Trinidad
to the British Virgin Islands, where it is then
connected to C-BUS system cabling, conveying the traffic to New York;
Sint-Maarten - Puerto-Rico-1 (SMPR-1) which
connects Saint-Martin to the large world centers; and
Global Caribbean Network (GCN) which
serves the Caribbean between Trinidad and
Puerto-Rico, connected to MAC system cabling allowing a dual output towards Miami
and New York.

The UNDP Climate Change Strategy:
– Harmonized systems for risk identification,
assessment, monitoring and early warning
established
– Disaster risk reduction, knowledge management and education institutionalized

Accessibility to underwater cables is a challenge
to the development of fast internet connections
and, thus, to innovation in the OCTs. It is important to avoid excessively high tariffs, which would
handicap the development of electronic communications. There are three mobile telephone

•

•

103

104 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

operators on each side, French and Dutch. In
addition, there is a small innovative core on the
French side, which includes a local IT services
company, Computech, as well as telecommunications operators and hotel operators. Computech
is an IT service provider that was created in 2000
to develop customized applications for public
and private clients operating in Saint-Martin and
the surrounding region. Computech has a public and semi-public client base, including public
services and utilities, due to the fact the banks in
Saint-Martin possess their own systems. Computech has recently gained government clients
on the Dutch side, developed computer applications for PJIA, and entered into a partnership
with Microsoft to open a Computer Technology Center, designed for in-situ demonstrations.  
The Center includes strategic briefing services
allowing Computech to assist clients to analyze
their strategy and adapt their services accordingly. A new building in Galisbay, financed with
the assistance of ERDF, was inaugurated in 2013.
It accommodates a data center, and will enable
Computech to develop cloud computing related
activities. In Sint Maarten, this will help address
the needs of the finance departments and highend services.

European Cooperation
and Sint Maarten as OCT
Sint Maarten’s global partnerships are primarily driven by EU cooperation programs, promoted
through the European Development Fund (EDF)
and recently including other European programs
such as Erasmus Plus, COSME and Horizon 2020,
among others. The Caribbean OCTs (Overseas
Countries and Territories) and public bodies promote their interests as part of the Association for
Overseas Countries and Territories of the European Union (OCTA). Citizens of the Caribbean parts of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, like Sint Maarten,
are Dutch citizens. They therefore enjoy the benefits of European citizenship and can, for example,
vote in elections for the European Parliament.
Sint Maarten is an OCT within the EU realm. Funds
under the EDF, especially in the areas of technical
assistance, are therefore accessible to Sint Maarten
in the form of direct grants. Sint Maarten also ac-

tively participates in the execution of EU programs
within the regional envelopes.
Sint Maarten has participated in the 10th EDF Regional Program, together with other Dutch and
British OCTs. The R3I and HIV/AIDS projects are
examples of previously implemented initiatives;
the program for strengthening the Caribbean
SME’s (Small and Medium Enterprises) is ongoing.
The 11th EDF regional cooperation is being promoted through inclusion of the French OR’s and
the Caribbean OCT’s. Blending of funds between
the EDF and the European Regional Development
Fund (ERDF) is strongly promoted and the goal of
one region-wide initiative is high on the agenda.
As with the 11th EDF, the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) INTERREG V program also
strongly promotes regional level partnerships. As
such, Sint Maarten was invited to participate in
the sessions that finalized the programming document submitted for approval to the European
Commission in early March 2015.
In addition, the Caribbean OCTs have also been allocated € 40 million for regional cooperation. The
sectors selected for the 2014-2020 programming
period are Sustainable Energy and Marine Biodiversity. As with the Caribbean Overseas Regions of
France and the Caribbean (African, Caribbean and
Pacific, ACP countries), the OCTs allocation will be
a part of the future blending arrangements.
In terms of cooperation within the Caribbean
parts of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, another
layer of regional cooperation exists. Strategies
to strengthen collaborations within the Kingdom
are ongoing and are evaluated each year at the
Kingdom Conference.
In the coming years, convergence of certain European policies can be expected on Sint Maarten
in areas such as the formation of sectors and the
preparation and implementation of policies. Best
practice exchanges will be increased and used
more extensively.
The ERDF (European Regional Development Fund)
territorial cooperation programs contain 11 identi-
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Overview Grants by EU to SXM
EDF

Connection

Period

Grants €

Loans

Total

Focal Sector

9th

Cotonou/Overseas
Association Decision

2000-2007

….

0.00

…

Sewerage and
sanitation

10th

Cotonou/Overseas
Association Decision

2008-2013

4.75
million

0.00

4.75
million

Sewerage for
socially-deprived
area Dutch Quarter

11th

Cotonou/Overseas
Association Decision

2014-2020

7 million

TBA

TBA

Water and
sanitation

EDF 9th was for Poverty Alleviation for economic development through social development.
Source: Year report 2007, European Commission

fied thematic objectives, taken from the objectives
of the Europe 2020 Strategy. The TCPs (Territorial
Programs) target 80 percent of the ERDF input to
four thematic objectives to avoid a spread of funding and increase impact. The remaining 20 percent
is assigned to one or more of the other thematic
objectives and to technical assistance.
The EDF-ACP (European Development Fund for
the African Caribbean and Pacific states) national
and regional indicative programs generally encompass three focal sectors (like agricultural, climate
change, tourism) as well as cross-cutting priorities.
The EDF-OCT programming documents, both ter-

ritorial and regional, focus on a single sector. This
focal sector is chosen from the fields of cooperation defined in the Overseas Association Decision.

Overseas Countries and Territories
(OCTs)
Globally, there are 21 countries that are categorized as OCTs. This grouping is defined as the
territories that depend constitutionally on four
Member States of the European Union: Denmark,
France, The Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. In the Caribbean, the United Kingdom, The
Netherlands and France have OCTs.

The Caribbean OCTs
British

Dutch

French

Anguilla

Aruba

St. Barthelemy

British Virgin Islands

Bonaire

Cayman Islands

Curaçao

Montserrat

Saba

Turks and Caicos Islands

Sint Eustatius
Sint Maarten

OCTs all share similar characteristics and challenges, particularly to economic growth. These
include geographical isolation resulting in high
transportation costs, small scale economies, high
dependency on imports (including of energy) and

financial transfers, poor diversification of exports
of goods and services, weak competitiveness of local industries, and in some cases, limited national
institutional capacity. In the context of globalization, efforts to enhance the competitiveness and
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Ruin of the former Salt Factory on the Pond Island

potential of OCTs and to capitalize on existing assets are necessary to achieve sustainable growth.
Strengthening the resilience of OCTs to economic,
environmental and disaster-related vulnerabilities
is essential.
Despite the common characteristics, OCTs display a number of differences in terms of relative
wealth, geographical characteristics, physical
isolation and internal political organization. In
terms of relative wealth, the revenue per capita is
diverse, ranging between €4, 000 and € 40, 000
per capita. Half of the OCTs have an income per
capita of less than €13,000 per inhabitant (http://
www.octassociation.org/common-characteristics-and-diversity).

and Marine Biodiversity as the focal sectors for the
regional Caribbean OCTs program.
The Caribbean OCTs now enter the phase of the
programming for the 11th EDF Regional Program
allocation. In addition to this, the Caribbean OCTs
must consider a platform for wider regional cooperation with other EU partners.
The French Overseas Regions as well as the Caribbean ACP countries are also represented during
this meeting. The main purpose of the wider regional representation is to discuss and come to a
general agreement on which focal sectors could
constitute a wider Caribbean regional program
financed through the blending of the various regional envelopes.

Current Situation
Program Description
The Caribbean OCT’s are represented by a Regional Authorizing Officer (RAO) designated by a consensus vote of all of the countries and territories.
As of February 2015, the 11th EDF Regional program
period also selected the topics Sustainable Energy

The program that has been proposed for the
funding under the 11th EDF Regional Program is
Sustainable Energy and Marine Biodiversity for
the Caribbean OCTs. A total budget of € 40 mil-
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lion has been reserved for this program. The approach will be based on consensus at a political
level. This will be achieved through a series of
five meetings with the technical stakeholders of
each of the Caribbean OCTs involving the Territorial Authorizing Officers or their representatives.
The program will have two main thematic lines,
which while of an individual nature, will converge
to promote the sustainable development of the
Caribbean OCTs.

Cross Border Cooperation Sint
Maarten-Saint Martin

Sustainable Energy
One of the common issues in the OCTs, and in fact
all SIDS, is the high cost of energy. Vulnerability
to climate change, a direct result of carbon based
technologies, is also a common characteristic of
the Caribbean OCTs. It is thus both an economic
and self-preservation decision to invest funds of
the 11th EDF Regional Program into Sustainable
Energy.
The program must address these issues and provide viable recommendations for the Caribbean
OCTs. Solutions to this challenge should focus
on unified national and regional policies and propose economies of scale acquisitions in terms of
knowledge, service and goods.
Marine Biodiversity
The rich marine biodiversity of the Caribbean not
only enhances the ecological value of the region,
but is also significant to the economic development of the territories since it is the region that is
a desirable destination. As such, tourism is the pillar of the regional economy. Furthermore, marine
biodiversity has an innate importance as life itself
has undeniable value. Marine biodiversity is essential for adaptation and preservation of genetic
diversity. In this context, marine biodiversity and
protection of pristine coastal areas is a high regional priority.
This program must address the degradation of
the coastal areas through improved sustainable
management and use of the marine and coastal
environment, and engage neighboring countries
in comprehensive and specific actions to protect
the shared marine environment.

On December 2nd, 2011, a forum between the
two parts of the island was held. The commission
formalized relations between the two countries
and local authorities, enabled them to discuss
subjects of common interest, reviewed the effectiveness of the different cooperation agreements
in force, and looked to the future. The commission meets in principle once a year, and is accompanied by a technical commission, which meets
quarterly. The cooperation themes addressed at
the 2012 meeting were security, transport, infrastructures, development, social policy, health,
education, and the economy.
As a result, the bi-national island of Saint MartinSint Maarten is preparing its own ERDF crossborder cooperation program for the 2014-2020
period. The core objectives of the program are to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Improve water and water treatment infrastructures
Protect the environment
Prevent the risk of flooding
Create  a territorial co-operation body

To support this initiative €10M has been made available through the ERDF. Co-financing of this envelope program will be provided by the Government
of Sint Maarten and the Territorial Council of St.
Martin. In associated projects, EDF funds will also
be used to enhance the scope of core objective 1.
At present the preparation of the programming
document for the TCP is under way. The Declaration of Intent of Cooperation was signed on August 18, 2014 by the relevant partners and a draft
of the TCP had been reviewed by the European
Commission. By the end of 2015, it is expected
that a financing agreement will be signed by both
governments and that the implementation phase
of the program will commence.
Six areas of cooperation have been agreed upon
between the French and Dutch sides of Sint
Maarten for the Saint-Martin/Sint Maarten European Territorial Cooperation Program 20142020:
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To ensure the availability of basic infrastructures for the island’s population;
To preserve the environment;
To consolidate the island’s position within a
very competitive Caribbean tourist industry;
To put in place risk prevention and management tools;
To set up an institutional and structured cooperation between the two sides of the island; and
To address, revise and confirm the presence
of two different monetary systems.

Article 3 of the Kingdom Charter specifies which
areas are considered ‘Kingdom affairs’. These areas include foreign relations, defence and Dutch
nationality. Consequently, there is one Minister
of Foreign Affairs, who has ultimate responsibility for the foreign relations of the Kingdom as a
whole, and for incorporating the interests of all
four autonomous countries in the Kingdom’s foreign policy. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is seated in The Hague. The embassies, consulates and
missions abroad work for the Kingdom as a whole
and all its constituent parts.

There are several bottlenecks associated with
this type of cooperation. There is a language barrier and effective communication (cooperation is
hindered when parties do not speak the same language: Dutch/English and French). Different legislation in these countries and the limitations of legislation pose challenges on the cooperation. The
governing structure, grant procedures, business
models, cost and profit sharing from such initiatives are other real challenges that must be overcome to ensure the success of such programs.

Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten maintain their
own international contacts in the areas in which
they have autonomous responsibilities. However,
when pursuing these international contacts they
must operate within the framework of the Kingdom’s foreign policy, since foreign affairs are a
competence of the Kingdom. Diplomatic communications are transmitted through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs or one of the Kingdom’s embassies abroad.

•
•
•
•
•

•

Regional Cooperation and Kingdom
Perspective
To understand Sint Maarten’s regional cooperation initiatives, its constitutional status must be
made clear.. The 1954 Charter for the Kingdom of
the Netherlands is the constitution for the Dutch
Kingdom as a whole and lays down the division of
competences between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and its four autonomous countries. All
areas are considered to be internal competences
of each of the autonomous countries unless the
Charter explicitly states otherwise.
Aruba, Curaçao, Sint Maarten and The Netherlands are autonomous countries within the Dutch
Kingdom. The Caribbean islands of Bonaire, St.
Eustatius and Saba are special municipalities of
The Netherlands, known as public bodies. Only the
Kingdom as a whole is legally considered to be a
state, not the individual countries that constitute
the kingdom. As a result the Kingdom – not the individual autonomous countries – has international
legal personality. This current constitutional structure came into effect on October 10th, 2010.  

Each of the autonomous countries has the obligation to promote the realisation of fundamental human rights and freedoms, legal certainty
and good governance; this is primarily their own
autonomous responsibility. However, the safeguarding of such rights and freedoms, legal certainty and good governance is deemed a ‘Kingdom affair’. As a consequence, the Kingdom can
respond if an autonomous country fails to fulfill
its duty adequately in this field. Whether this is
the case, it is assessed by the Kingdom Council of
Ministers. In case of an ongoing dispute between
Kingdom countries there is no official procedure
for an appeal or for mediation.

International legal agreements and
Memoranda of Understanding
Since only the Kingdom of the Netherlands is a
subject of international law, only the Kingdom
can conclude, ratify and accede to international
legal agreements, such as treaties and conventions. However, the geographical applicability
of these agreements may be confined to Aruba,
Curaçao, Sint Maarten, the European part of The
Netherlands and/or the Caribbean part of The
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Netherlands (the islands of Bonaire, St. Eustatius
and Saba). In other words, such agreements may
be concluded by the Kingdom for one or more of
its constituent parts. Treaty implementation and
compliance is an autonomous responsibility of
the individual countries. Nevertheless, the Kingdom of the Netherlands remains accountable
under international law as the Contracting Party.
In areas over which the individual countries have
autonomy, they can conduct negotiations themselves, with the Kingdom to formalize the results
and act as part to the international legal instrument concerned. The individual countries are allowed to conclude Memoranda of Understanding
(MoU) in areas over which they have autonomy,

Monument Simson Bay church

as long as these MoUs do not infringe on the foreign policy of the Kingdom as a whole.

Internal structure of the autonomous
countries
Aruba, Curaçao, St Maarten and The Netherlands
each have their own government and parliament.
These institutions are empowered to enact legislation related to the countries’ own affairs. Kingdom affairs are addressed in the Kingdom Council
of Ministers, which consists of 13 ministers of The
Netherlands and three ministers plenipotentiary
appointed by Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten
respectively.
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Treaties that the Kingdom entered into with the
European Union are only applicable for the European part of the Kingdom. As a consequence, the
EU acquis is, in principle, applicable only to the European part of the Kingdom. The Caribbean parts
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands are listed as
Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs). This
applies to the autonomous countries Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten and the Special municipalities of Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eustatius. This
status determines their legal position vis-à-vis
the European Union. With the signing of the Small
Islands Developing States Mechanisms for Implementation (SAMOA PATHWAY) agreement in
2014, issues affecting the Caribbean parts of the
Kingdom can be addressed in a partnership with
regional and international organizations.
Regional Cooperation in this document concerns
primarily cooperation between Sint Maarten with
other regional OCTs, and in a secondary sense,
cooperation with the French Outmost Regions
(ORs) and the Caribbean ACP countries.

Sint Maarten as a Small Island
Developing State
Sint Maarten’s reference to the SIDS agenda derives
from MDG 8. In this goal focused on global partnership for development, a specific target is to address
the special needs of SIDS through the Program of
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States and the outcome of the
22nd special session of the UN General Assembly.
In 2014, and in commemoration of the International
Year of SIDS, a new 10-year Program of Action called
the SAMOA Pathway was agreed upon. Through this
process, the Kingdom agreed to associate membership of its Caribbean countries as SIDS and subsequently established a Kingdom Working Group to
provide advisory services within the framework of
the ‘Small Islands, Big Challenges’. This framework
is in 2015, under discussion at the annual Kingdom
Conference taking place 3rd quarter of 2015 in Curaçao.   The following areas reflect Sint Maarten’s
thematic contribution to the conference:
1.

OCTs are merely associated with the European
Union. As a result of their OCT status, Sint Maarten
enjoys a number of benefits, for example regarding exports to the EU. In addition, Sint Maarten
can access funding from various EU sources, for
instance from the European Development Fund
(EDF).
Currently Sint Maarten is a member of the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force Agency (CFATF),
the Caribbean Organization Tax Administrators
(COTA), the Caribbean Tourism Organization
(CTO), the Caribbean Telecommunication Union
(CTU), the Caribbean Association of National
Telecommunication Organizations (CANTO), and
the Overseas Countries and Territories Association (OCTA).
The Government of Sint Maarten has an associate membership in the Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC),
the SIDS (Small Island Development States), the
Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) and
is striving to join the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Association of Caribbean States
(ACS).

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Economy: sustainable economic development, financial stabilization and fiscal reforms;
Environment: waste management, biodiversity conservation, climate change adaptation
and disaster risk management;
Social and human development: education,
health, and poverty eradication;
Culture;
Development cooperation and financing for
development; and,
Governance: justice, citizen participation,
monitoring and accountability, and integrity.

The importance of the SIDs SAMOA Pathway
and upcoming SDG agenda cannot be overemphasized. In particular, the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action, agreed at the 2014 3rd UN
conference on SIDS in Samoa, recommends implementation mechanisms for the SIDS agenda.
These are the specific suggestions:
1.

2.

Partnerships: North-South, South-South,
and triangular cooperation and especially
cooperation among SIDS themselves.
Capacity building and institutional support:
improvements to existing mechanisms and
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3.

4.

5.
6.
7.

resources through the One UN system Capacity 2015 Initiative, institutional strengthening through training, and technical assistance, among other.
Financing: access and channels to varied
forms of available financing mechanisms locally, regionally and internationally.
Trade: access to regional markets for trade
and economic agreements, work program
for the small economies of the World Trade
Organization.
Technological transfers and innovation.
Data and statistics: improved data collection
and analysis systems.
Monitoring and accountability.

It is within this context that Sint Maarten is pushing the envelope in its efforts to work collaboratively with development partners. The situation calls for creativity in the design of strategic
partnerships. It also requires firm commitment
to deliver under the new plan as a leaner, more
cost-effective organization, with a structure that
reflects both the results that government is to deliver and the resources at its disposal. A structural
review process of BAK as well as the establishment of a Division of Development Cooperation
is recommended to allow for better assessment
of the situation and options.
The Governing Program 2014 of Sint Maarten listed some themes as a priority to work on.

Teachers from abroad
School boards on Sint Maarten are required to
recruit from abroad. A study by the Ministry of
Education indicated that 16.1 percent of teachers were from Sint Maarten, while 18.25 percent
were from Suriname, 12.88 percent were from
The Netherlands, 11 percent were from Aruba,
and 10 percent were from Guyana. . The Ministry
of Education is tasked with devising strategies
and policies to encourage graduating students to
enter the teaching profession. Related to this, the
teaching profession is prioritized annually when
awarding study financing; subsidy is awarded to
the University of St Martin (USM) for the development and execution of the Teacher Education
Program. The government is collaborating with
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USM to enhance its Teacher Education Program
to meet international standards and gain international accreditation.

Technical Vocational Education &
Training
The sustainability of Sint Maarten’s economy
requires that the country follows and remains
current with 21st century global trends and technology developments. This requires a workforce
equipped with essential technological knowledge
as well as relevant skill sets and attitudes. The development of Technical and Vocational Education
(TVET) is key to Sint Maarten’s human resource
development. It is the opinion of this government
that with an improved technical vocational education program, the need for trained workers can
be met, gradually phasing out the importation of
foreign labor. An additional benefit of this program will be a reduction in the number of unemployed youth.

Financial Intelligence
Crime associated with money laundering and
fraud has the potential to devastate Sint Maarten’s
economy and community. The government will,
through the Financial Intelligence Unit (MOT),
report unusual transactions in compliance with
the rules of the Caribbean Financial Action Task
Force (CFATF). The CFATF is an international and
intergovernmental body which aims to set standards and encourage effective execution of legal,
regulatory and operational measures for fighting
money laundering, terrorist financing and other
related threats to the integrity of the international financial system.

Combating Drug & Human Trafficking
As a leading tourist destination, the government
welcomes legitimate travelers and trade. However, there are a number of persons who seek to
enter Sint Maarten’s borders illegally or perform
illicit activities within the island’s water jurisdiction. The Caribbean is a popular transit point for
the trafficking of narcotics and other illicit substances. The government will dedicate itself to
being a partner in the fight against this form of
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organized crime, which threatens public order
and safety on Sint Maarten. This will be realized
through the Ministry of Justice and its various
services, such as the Customs Department and
Immigration Border Control. These departments, reinforced by the Dutch Caribbean Coast
Guard, will secure the borders by controlling and
safeguarding against the illegal entry of persons
and goods into Sint Maarten.

conditions helpful for their successful return, and
d) assist in the preparation of young professionals
for entry into the Sint Maarten work force. Key to
this assistance to students and young professionals will be the establishment of a Career Development Center (CDC) that will focus on:

Combating Brain Drain

•

In 2014, the government through an inter-ministerial coordination initiative introduced the Brain
Gain project. This project is led by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Youth and Sports.
In the 2011 MDG Report for Curaçao and Sint
Maarten (page 110-111), the youth unemployment rate for Sint Maarten was 29 percent. A
summary recommendation in the report stated
that ‘more opportunities for job creation should
be put in place to stimulate the labor force performance and encourage positive engagement
of young people in the development of Sint
Maarten’. Many young people are being provided
with educational opportunities to further their
studies locally and internationally with government financial assistance. However, many young
people do not return to the island after completing their studies because of better job opportunities or payments elsewhere, resulting in brain
drain. Some young people may have difficulties
finding employment on Sint Maarten when they
return. Others leave school for different reasons
and, after starting careers and families abroad,
may become disconnected with Sint Maarten,
but might consider returning. This phenomenon
has an impact on the overall social-economic development of the country.
In an effort to address this issue, a multi-disciplinary Brain Gain Task Force, was put in place to start
discussions and search for solutions. The Brain
Gain project was developed to explore ways to a)
inform and sensitize young professionals about
existing employment opportunities within government and the private sector on Sint Maarten b)
encourage and facilitate employment for suitable
candidates c), advise on and stimulate relevant

•

•

•

tracking academic progress and career paths
of young people from Sint Maarten furthering their education at home and abroad;
assisting in matching skills, interests, and
experience with existing or anticipated employment opportunities on Sint Maarten (in
partnership with Labor Affairs);
encouraging and facilitating arrangements
for direct employment as well as identifying
coaching, mentoring and internship possibilities for qualified young Sint Maarten professionals; and
providing information and assistance when
possible to encourage young people to consider becoming entrepreneurs and starting
their own businesses on Sint Maarten.

The Council of Ministers has decided that the Ministry of Education, Culture, Youth and Sports will
partner with the Ministry of General Affairs, the
Ministry of Public Health, Social Development and
Labor, the Ministry of Finance, and the Ministry of
Economic Affairs and NGO entities such as the Sint
Maarten Chamber of Commerce to sit on the Brain
Gain Task Force. Other relevant stakeholders are
USM, NIPA, SHTA, S4 (Student Support Services)
DUO, and selected NGOs and agencies.
Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) or Service
Level Agreements (SLAs) are to be signed with
specific stakeholders to more clearly elucidate
each organization’s roles and responsibilities.
The project will be active as of June 2015.
The CDC will also be launched in June 2015 and will
be staffed with a coordinator, career information
specialist, administrative support, technical support (IT), and a life coach.
A web-based platform and data base will be developed by DEI. This platform will provide access to all stakeholders and will be an essential
tool for communication and information shar-
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ing. The website will expand on the existing www.
studiekueze123.nl site that has information specifically pertaining to schools and courses in The
Netherlands. The website will include an updated
database of vacancies found within government
and government-owned companies. It can be also
used for career opportunity, internships, training
opportunities, job vacancies, business start-up,
Training SBDF, COCI, tips and other useful info,
and will be linked to Departments of Personal and
Labor Affairs and the Chamber of Commerce.
The total expenditures for this Brain Gain Project
is ANG 108,000.

cus solely on border control and the coordination
of admission and expulsion.

Immigration
The social landscape of Sint Maarten has changed
over the past decades. The continuous influx
of immigrants has required that government’s
immigration policies be revised and adapted to
match the current realities. This rapid change in
population demanded the development of an organization, separate from the police force, to fo-

The Immigration Department’s main work has
always involved entry, admission, residence, surveillance and expulsion. The government will continue to restructure in order to provide the necessary adjustments, quality immigration service
delivery and effective border control.
The Caribbean countries in the Kingdom work
together to protect the independence of the judiciary, tackle corruption and cross-border crime,
and maintain public order. A joint Court of Justice
is responsible for the administration of justice in
the Caribbean part of the Kingdom. The Supreme
Court in The Hague is the court of cassation for
all parts of the Kingdom.  Investigative and prosecutorial powers are vested in the procurator
general. A single procurator general is in charge
of the Public Prosecution Office for Curaçao, Sint
Maarten and Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba.
Aruba has its own procurator general.
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Moving Forward on the Global
Development Post 2015 Agenda
Sustainable Development Goal 2. End hunger,
achieve food security and improved nutrition,
and promote sustainable agriculture
The Ministry of VSA continuously strives for this
goal through legislation, policies, programs and
projects.
Sustainable Development Goal 3. Ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
The Ministry of VSA continuously strives for this
goal through legislation, policies, programs and
projects.
Sustainable Development Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and
sanitation for all
The availability and access to potable water falls
under the Ministry of VSA and is delegated as
such by ordinance and outsourced to a formerly
private, now government owned, water company
(N.V. GEBE). The infrastructure and distribution
falls under an outsourced company and the Ministry of Infrastructure (VROMI).

Sustainable Development Goal 11. Make cities and
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable
The Ministry of VSA continuously strives for this
goal through legislation, policies, programs and
projects. This also falls under is the Ministry of
Justice.
Sustainable Development Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
The Ministry of VSA, together with other stakeholders, such as the Ministry of VROMI and environmental organizations, are working together
in a collaborative effort to put together a work
group to combat the effects on climate change,
especially considering Sint Maarten is a SIDS. An
initial assessment is to be executed, focusing on
the possible effects and consequences of climate
change. Thereafter, an action plan will be drafted
to further combat these effects.

Impact Indicators 2020
The VSA Strategic Plan prioritized the following
impact indicators for 2020:

Reduce the morbidity rate of persons with diabete, cardiovascular disease and HIV

Reduce deaths, illness and/ or disabilities arising from emergencies and/ or occupational
incidences
Decrease unemployment
Increase labor productivity
Increase the social participation of the elderly and disabled
Increase the number of families earning above the national minimum wage income
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Strategic Areas and Objectives for the Ministry of Health,
Social Development and Labor

1. An enhanced model for integrated
health, social and labor products and
services implemented along a continuum

1.1 Standards, norms and procedures implemented to
ensure continuous quality improvement of services and
products
1.2 Comprehensive and integrated information system for
evidence-based decision-making designed and implemented
1.3 Products and services for vulnerable groups aligned to
constitutional, regional and human rights obligations
1.4 An educated and an empowered population realized

2. Strengthened Governance and
2.1 All necessary legislation and policy secured to deliver
Leadership to enhance decision making and implement all the services and products of the Ministry
in VSA
2.2 Stakeholder participation strengthened using transparent mechanisms among civil servants, private and nongovernmental providers established
2.3 Laws and regulations affecting health, social and labor
enforced
2.4 Continued advocacy provided by the Minister and his office to ensure policies are approved and implemented
3. Management and coordination
strengthened to implement an
integrated strategy for the Ministry

3.1 Inter-, intra-ministerial and intra-departmental management and coordination strengthened in essential functions
such as decision-making, team-building, priority setting,
planning, implementation and delegation
3.2 Policies and procedures uniformed/ harmonized and
implemented for the efficient and effective management
3.3 Competencies and mentoring of staff strengthened
3.4 Internal communication plan to improve information
sharing updated and implemented

4. Financial allocation and resource
mobilization strengthened

4.1 Innovative ways introduced to finance the delivering and
implementation of health, social and labor products and
services
4.2 Financial management strengthened
4.3 Adequate mobilization and utilization of international
financial resources
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Looking forward to 2020 with focus on
strategic approach to collaboration,
coordination and identification of
partners and partnerships, nationally,
regionally and internationally.

•
•
•
•

Sint Maarten has adhered to achievement of the
MDGs to the greatest extent possible. In addition to using the MDG report as a baseline for its
national development planning process, efforts
have been made to strengthen alliances, gain access to regional blocs and sign of treaties and conventions that benefit the country from a global
partnership for development perspective.

In line with this agreement, Sint Maarten should
seek to establish a UN Liaison Office that will
serve as a one-stop center of excellence for the
region; this is another task that should be prioritized under Sint Maarten’s development cooperation agenda for the UNGASS 2015.

Programmatically, Sint Maarten signed the first direct third party cost sharing agreement between
the government and the Resident Representative
of UNDP Trinidad & Tobago, Suriname, Aruba,
Curaçao and Sint Maarten. This is a three-year
agreement from April 2012 to March 2015, 8 which
has been extended to the end of 2015. It provides
an opportunity for Sint Maarten to negotiate and
tap into resources offered by a broad range of UN
agencies that are part of a cooperation agreement10 between the Former Netherlands Antilles
and the United Nations Development Program.
These organizations include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

9.

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO)
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO)
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU)

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Universal Postal Union (UPU) and
Inter-governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (IGMCO)

In terms of a global partnerships for development, developed countries’ efforts within the
framework of MDG 8 can be regarded as inputs
that help developing countries and Small Islands
with Big Challenges to achieve MDGs 1 to 7.
The Dutch government is committed to playing
its part in supporting developing countries to
achieve related MDG targets; the Caribbean SIDS
of Aruba, Curaçao, Sint Maarten are considered
developing islands.
The MDG targets offer a valuable framework for
planning and monitoring Dutch efforts, not only
in relation to the UN Millennium Declaration, but
also to the Monterrey Consensus on Finance for
Development and the WSSD Plan of Implementation. The report indicated that The Netherlands,
both bilaterally and as a member of the European
Union, was making progress towards MDG 8; it
also indicated that much remained to be done,
particularly in the area of impacts on SIDS whereas The Netherlands is directly connected.
The BAK Department of the Sint Maarten government has a major task to ensure harmonized coordination, synchronization, accountability and
transparency. In that regard, the Government of

This project aims to strengthen capacities and institutional knowledge to produce four outputs:
develop a national vision/national development plan; accelerate achievement of lagging MDG
goals; establish a development information system (DevInfo); strengthen national capacities in
result based management and evidence based mechanism; and establish a resource mobilization
strategy. A no cost extension was agreed on for this project to continue until December 2015.
10. DP/OPAS/Agreement/R.3 signed 24 October 1969
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Sint Maarten entered into a project with UNDP
in 2012, to support the process of nation building and the development of good governance via
a series of outputs that includes the formulation
of a National Development Plan (NDP) utilizing
the process of democratic dialogue, the building
of capacity in the areas of Results and Evidence
Based Management techniques, the establishment of the DevInfo data base system, and the
strengthening of national capacities to achieve
MDGs, by drafting this MDG progress report as
well as the MDG Acceleration Framework for
MDG 1 and 7. The two goals, poverty and environmental sustainability, were jointly agreed upon by
the UNDP and the government as requiring urgent intervention.

After evaluating the MDG’s, the
recommendations in looking forward
for the Sint Maarten Government are:

The themes of the National Development Plan revolve around human development, environment,
economics, good governance, security, safety
and disaster management, and cultural and national heritage. The plan calls for an implementation framework that brings all sectors within
government together to work in unison towards
shared goals and to engage in a government-wide
approach to integrated planning. . The DevInfo
data base system is operational and is currently
been populated with MDG/SDG data according
to Caribbean indicators. Attention must be given
to capacity building to ensure that data and information management becomes a government
function and is appropriately resourced. The implementation of the MAF is seen as a model promoting shared responsibility and coordination
between a number of agencies in implementing
development initiatives.
Sint Maarten’s association with UNDP is expected
to expand into the implementation phase of the
NDP.   Sint Maarten could well benefit from various agencies and regional bodies of the UN.

1.

To take full advantage of opportunities to
establish partnerships with international
agencies, such as the UN and European Commission in order to promote Sint Maarten’s
development agenda.
2. To promote and strengthen regional cooperation efforts to meet the SDG’s in 2020 and
beyond.
3. To embrace the ECLAC development agenda.
4. To seek possibilities for the establishment
of a UN Liaison Office based in Sint Maarten
that will service the Dutch Caribbean region
as a whole.
5. To redefine and select potential candidates
as UN Goodwill Ambassadors from the region to profile and bring issues of the Dutch
Caribbean SIDS closer to the UN.
6. To strengthen the capacity of Sint Maarten
to pursue sustainable development and economic diplomacy. This can be achieved within
the framework of OCTA, EU and ACP.
7. To actively create a unified public service administration that focuses on programmatic
governance principles that practice results
and evidence based planning techniques.
8. To promote a body to coordinate and support NGO’s capacities to participate in the
country’s national development.
9. To strengthen institutional capacities within
government to facilitate aid coordination
and donor mobilization.
10. To strengthen institutional capacities to support the promotion of human rights particularly in the field of good governance.

117

118 /

mdg report sint maarten 2011-2015 and beyond

Appendix 1
List of MDG Working Group Contributors11

Name

Department/Ministry

Contact info

Aida Holaman

Community Development
Family & Humanitarian
Affairs/VSA

aidaboyrard@yahoo.com

1,3

Rose Pooran-Fleming

Social Development/VSA

rose.fleming@sintmaartengov.org

1,3

Josien van Wijk

Youth Health Care/VSA

josien.vanwijk@sintmaartengov.org

Fleur Hermanides

Department of Public Health/
VSA

fleur.hermanides@sintmaartengov.org

Myrna Lynch

Department Judicial Affairs/
Ministry of JUSTICE

myrna.lynch@sintmaartengov.org

All

Tadzio Bervoets

Nature Foundation NGO

manager@naturefoundationsxm.org

7

Claire Hooft Graafland

Department VROM/VROMI

claire.hooftgraafland@sintmaartengov.
org

7

Claudia Connor

Department of Education/
ECYS

claudia.connor@sintmaartengov.org

2

Ruth Verbeek-Linger

Department of Education/
ECYS

rverbeek.verbeek@gmail.com

2

Makini Hickinson

Department of Statistics/
TEZVT

makini.hickinson@sintmaartengov.org

All

Maurette Antersijn

Department of Statistics/
TEZVT

maurette.antersijn@sintmaartengov.
org

All

Carmen Hodge

SUNFED Federation NGO

carmenhodge@hotmail.com

All

Alberto Bute

SUNFED Federation NGO

butique@gmail.com

All

Okama Ekpe Brook

BAK-The Interior & Kingdom
Relations/General Affairs

okama.brook@sintmaartengov.org

All

Lucrecia Morales

BAK-The Interior & Kingdom
Relations/General Affairs

loekie.morales@sintmaartengov.org

All

11.

Coordinator: L. (Loekie) Morales, supported by  STAT.  NGO  Non Governmental Organization/
Civil society. The rest = government.

MDG #

1,4,5,6
4,5,6
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Appendix 2
Proposed Caribbean Sustainable Development
Goals to be incorporated in the NDP
Establishment of the post-2015 goals was an outcome of the Rio+20 summit in 2012, which mandated the creation of an open working group.
Representatives from 70 countries participated
to come up with a draft set of goals. Alongside the
open working group, the UN conducted a series of
global conversations, which included 11 thematic
and 83 national consultations, and door-to-door
surveys. In doing this, the UN has conducted the
largest consultation program in its history, to
gauge opinion on what the SDGs should include.
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon clustered the
17 SDG’s into six essential elements: dignity, prosperity, justice, partnership, planet, and people.
Partnerships (government-private sector and
NGOs) are key to addressing these SDG’s. New
elements in the SDGs include human rights, economic development and climate change issues. If
member states agree the draft set of 17 SDGs at
a UN summit in New York in September 2015, the
Global SDG’s will become applicable from January
2016 onwards. The expected deadline for reaching the SDG’s is 2030.

The following 12 Caribbean SDG’s were
agreed upon during the 17th ECLAC
Monitoring committee meeting in
Trinidad and Tobago in June 2015.
Goal 1. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture
Goal 2. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Goal 3. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning opportunities for all
Goal 4. Ensure gender equality and empower all
women and girls

Goal 5. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all
Goal 6. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
Goal 7. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
Goal 8. Reduce inequality within and among countries
Goal 9. Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts
Goal 10. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans,
seas and marine resources for viable development
Goal 11. Build effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels, provide access to justice for
all, and promote peaceful and inclusive societies
Goal 12. Strengthen the means of implementation
and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development

Sint Maarten is also considering Global
SDG’s 15 and 16:
Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable
use of terrestrial ecosystems, continually manage
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies
for sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective, accountable and
inclusive institutions at all levels
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Appendix 3
International cooperation for MDG 1 to 7: Identify which
interventions or topics/projects Sint Maarten is working on
regionally/internationally. How, with which priorities and
goals/results? What is the focus for the coming 5 years?

MDG
(topic/project)
MDG 1
Eradicate
extreme poverty
and hunger

Partners

ECLAC,
Regional OrganizaUNDP,
tion,
Belvedere
International OrgaCommunity
nization,
Centre,
Local NGO, Local
Community
Law Enforcement,
Police,
Government of
Department of
Sint Maarten
STAT

MDG 2
UNESCO
Achieve universal primary
education and
forecast secondary education
MDG 3
Promote gender
equality and
empower
women

Nature of the
partner

Results: What actions has
your entity undertaken to
reach the goal(s)?/How far
along are you?

Focus for
upcoming 5 years

Established social needs
of the society

Development of a
poverty line(s)

Identified effects and
possible causes

Setting minimum
income standards

Recognized a stronger
presence of relative
poverty in comparison to
absolute poverty

Identifying the
level of social
exclusion and its
target groups

Conducted a national
household budget
survey

Development of
a poverty reduction strategy with
indicators for
monitoring the
progress of poverty reduction

International organization

ECLAC
International Orga- KABP of sex, sexuality and
UNFPA
nization,
family planning
ILO
National Body
Youth KABP on adolescent
Tripartite Comhealth and sexuality
mittee

Family planning
and reproductive health,
equal treatment,
decent work for
vulnerable groups
– women and
single mothers
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Partners

Nature of the
partner

Results: What actions has
your entity undertaken to
reach the goal(s)?/How far
along are you?

Focus for
upcoming 5 years

MDG 4
Reduce child
mortality

PAHO/WHO/
CARPHA
UNICEF (for
future)
Ministry of
Justice

International organizations

Continuous collaboration
with international organizations for reporting
purposes, assistance and
relevant training, among
others.

Child mortality,
due to health
reasons, not a
real issue locally.
Statistically this is
very low.

MDG 5
Improve maternal Health

PAHO/WHO/
CARPHA
UNFPA

International organizations

Continuous collaboration
with international organizations for reporting
purposes, assistance and
relevant training, among
others.

Maternal health
is monitored
quite well locally
and therefore not
of much concern.

Sexual and reproductive
health, including family
planning

Teenage pregnancies are however
a concern; different organizations
are focusing on
this subject (physicians, hospital,
Public Health
Ministry).
A policy for sexual
and reproductive
health is being
developed and
will be implemented in the
coming five years.
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MDG
(topic/project)
MDG 6
Combat HIV/
AIDS + other diseases (dengue,
chikungunya,
high blood pressure, obesity,
diabetes etc.)

Partners

PAHO/WHO
CARPHA
RIVM-NL
Ministry VWS
– NL
Saint Martin
Government

Nature of the
partner
International organizations,
Dutch Government,
French Government

Results: What actions has
your entity undertaken to
reach the goal(s)?/How far
along are you?
PAHO/WHO: elimination efforts of mother to
child transmission of HIV
and Syphilis.
PAHO/WHO: technical
support on various different health topics.
PAHO/WHO: laboratory
upgrading
PAHO/WHO/RIVM/VWS:
support for International
Health Regulations, surveillance systems
RIVM-NL: training on
vector borne diseases
such as dengue and chikungunya, specifically.
Testing of blood samples
for chikungunya. Helping
the lab to set up chikungunya testing locally.
Technical support.
French: Collaborative
prevention and awareness campaign for vector
borne diseases.

Focus for
upcoming 5 years
Continuous collaboration on
improving diagnosis, techniques,
treatment,
response time
and measures, reducing incidence,
prevention, reporting, training,
and awareness.
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MDG 7
Ensure environmental sustainability
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Partners

Caribisch Nederland

Nature of the
partner

Governmental,
International,
International orgaOCTA of the EU
nization,
SIDS
Dutch Government,
Dutch MinFrench
side Govistries of EZ
ernment,
(Economic
NGO,
Affairs)& IM
UN,
(Infrastructure
National
Foundaand Environtions
ment)
and Authorities
French side:
(NGOs)
Collectivé de
Saint-Martin
La Réserve
Naturelle de
Saint-Martin
DCNA (Dutch
Caribbean Nature Alliance)
CNSI (Caribbean Netherlands Science
Institute,
Statia)
UNESCO
UNDP
UNEP/ CEP
Caribbean
Environment
Program
Nature Foundation of SXM
EPIC (Environmental Protection in the
Caribbean)
SLAC (Simpson
Bay Lagoon
Authority
Corp.

Results: What actions has
your entity undertaken to
reach the goal(s)?/How far
along are you?
Exchange of info
Environmental profiles
Exchange of and providing information
Exchange of info
Programs of EU Technical
Assistance are not yet
concrete
Cooperation on nature
and environmental
issues
Cooperation on nature
Cooperation on nature
Exchange of info and
technical assistance
Cooperation and technical assistance
Man & Biosphere program MDG support and
exchange of information
Management authority
for Nature & Environment Technical assistance, cooperation
Technical assistance and
cooperation

Focus for
upcoming 5 years
Continuous
exchange and
providing of
information.
Sharing of technical expertise
and technical
assistance
Continuous cooperation on nature
and environmental issues:
Technical assistance and
expertise
Establish and
jointly manage a
cross boundary
nature park
Continuous
cooperation info
exchange
Cooperation on
nature policy
Cooperation and
exchange of info
Establishment of
a Man &Biosphere nature
park
Issues related
to the SPAW
Protocol, information, Regional
activities, Center
for the SPAW
Protocol in Guadeloupe
Continuous cooperation
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This MDG report can serve as a guide to formulating policies
and programs that will continue to achieve development
goals beyond 2015. The report focuses on the interventions
and challenges that the Sint Maarten society encounters
in working towards these goals. This requires a new pact
amongst all stakeholders and a deeper understanding of the
constraints to achieving the goals and monitoring success.

