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Introduction 
 
My predecessor, drs. Jorien Wuite was invited to attend the 2nd Regional Meeting of Ministers of 
Education of Latin America and the Caribbean which was held on 25- 26 July 2018 in Cochabamba 
in the Plurinational State of Bolivia. All costs (airfare, accommodation, transportation) related to 
the meeting were for the account of UNESCO. Prior to the Ministerial meetings, UNESCO also 
organized two days of High Level Technical Meetings for senior staff of the Ministries of 
Education. In this case, UNESCO would only sponsor local accommodation and transportation 
and the airfare to Bolivia would be for the account of the sending government. The Head of the 
Department of Education, Mrs. Sidonia Lacorbiniere-Hodge was scheduled to attend the High 
Level Technical Meetings. However, due to slow government procedures, the request for her 
airfare was not handled on time, with the result that Mrs. Lacorboniere-Hodge was unable to 
attend the meetings. In her absence, yours truly, Minister Wycliffe Smith, attended the High Level 
Technical Meetings. 
 
Former Minister of Finance, the Hon. Michael Ferrier, was inadvertently also on the flight. When 
he saw me sitting in the back of the plane he commented that it was good to see that Government 
was taking the cost cutting measures, seriously. 
 
For more information concerning the II Regional Meeting that was held for Ministers of Education 
of Latin America and the Caribbean in Cochabamba, Bolivia, you may go to: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/education-2030/cochabamba-meeting-2018/. 
 
 
Saturday, July 21 
 
With an economy class ticket, paid by UNESCO, I left Sint Maarten, headed for Cochabamba, 
Bolivia with stops in Miami and Santa Cruz (Bolivia).  
 
Sunday, July 22 
 
Thanks to the Department of Foreign Affairs of Sint Maarten, I was well received at dawn on 
Sunday, July 22nd in Santa Cruz by a representative of the Dutch Embassy of Bolivia. Also meeting 
me in Santa Cruz was an adjutant, assigned to me by the Ministry of Education, for the duration 
of my stay in Bolivia. Together with the adjutant I flew to Cochabamba where the meetings were 
held. 
 
Monday, July 23 
 
First day of High-Level Technical Meetings from 9:00am – 6:00pm. The official opening was done 
by Ms. Claudia Uribe, Director of OREALC/UNESCO Santiago. 
As mentioned earlier, these meetings were intended for the senior staff of the Departments of 
Education of Latin America and the Caribbean to enable UNESCO to share with the participants 
the draft Roadmap document and promote discussion and the strengthening of the activities and 
strategies proposed for the working groups: Policies and Strategies, Monitoring, Financing and 
Governance and Communication and Advocacy. The only Ministers attending these meetings 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/santiago/education-2030/cochabamba-meeting-2018/
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were the Minister of Education, Science and Culture from Surinam, the Hon. Lilian J.H. Ferrier 
and myself. The main conclusions of these meetings were presented as inputs for the policy 
dialogue during the 2nd Meeting of Ministers of Education of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
which were held on 25 and 26 July 2018. 
 
To promote and provoke discussion the information at the High-Level Technical Meetings was 
presented in the form of panels.  
 
Session 1: Opening: Background and presentation of the roadmap proposal 
   Panel 1:  Advancing in the implementation of SDG4 – E2030 at the global, regional and 

      local levels. 
   Panel 2: Vision, challenges and tools for the implementation of SDG4 – E2030 in Latin  
      America and the Caribbean; an inter-sectorial perspective. 
 
Session 2: Areas of Action for Achieving the SDG4 – E2030 Agenda in Latin America and 

      the Caribbean (Inputs to enhance the actions and contents of the Roadmap) 
   Panel 3: Lifelong Learning 
   Panel 4: Teachers 

 
Due to time constraints the multi-country Working Groups scheduled for Monday were 
postponed until the following day (Tuesday). 

 
Tuesday, July 24 
 
The second day of the High-Level Technical Meetings from 9:00am – 6:00pm. The format of 
presentations via panels and dialogue with the participants continued also.  
 
Session 2: (cont.): Areas of Action for Achieving the SDG4 – E2030 Agenda in Latin 

     America and the Caribbean 
   Panel 5: Equity and Inclusion 
   Panel 6: Rethinking quality education 
 
Session 3: Mechanisms for Monitoring SDG4 – E2030 Agenda in Latin America and the 

     Caribbean 
   Panel 7: Tools for monitoring progress in the implementation of the SDG4 – E2030  

     Agenda and opportunities to share information and knowledge 
  
The multi-country Working Groups were formed. These groups discussed and provided feedback 
on the proposed recommendations of policies and strategies in the Roadmap, and they also 
proposed additional ones to strengthen its reach. The results of the Working Groups were 
presented in a plenary session. 

 
The High Level Technical Meetings were officially closed at 7:00 pm by the Minister of Education 
of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the Hon. Mr. Roberto Aguilar. 
 
At 7:30 pm the II Regional Meeting of Ministers of Education of Latin America and the Caribbean 
was officially opened by the Minister of Education of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the Hon. 
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Mr. Roberto Aguilar. After the opening the Ministers of Education, who by this time had arrived, 
and the senior staff of the various Departments of Education, who were already present, were 
offered a typical Bolivian buffet called “Apthapi,” during which time cultural dances were 
presented. 
 
Wednesday, July 25 
 
At 8:45 the day’s conference was opened as the flags of the participating countries were paraded. 
Of course, I was extremely proud to see the Sint Maarten flag among them. During the next two 
days (Wednesday and Thursday) the Ministers of Education from Latin America and the 
Caribbean were apprised of the discussions that had taken place during the High-Level Technical 
Meetings of the past two days. 
The Hon. Roberto Aguilar, Minister of Education of the Plurinational State of Bolivia was the 
Deputy Chair of the two-day proceedings. 
 
The conference began with an introduction and overview of the objectives to be met. This session 
was entitled “From Buenos Aires to Cochabamba: A Roadmap Proposal for Latin America and the 
Caribbean to jointly move forward in the implementation of SDG4-E2030 Agenda”. 
 
Panel 1: Education 20130 Agenda: an opportunity for Latin America and the Caribbean to  

transform education and development.  
The Hon. Roberto Aguilar, Minister of Education of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 
moderated this session. During this panel there were three presentations: 
1) The 2030 Agenda as a framework for reflecting on a new development paradigm that 

promotes access to an inclusive, equitable and quality education for all. 
2) Regional advances and challenges in achieving SDG4: a new vision for educational 

policies and reforms. 
3) Rethinking the world we want through education. 

Panel 2: Exchange of South – South experiences and lessons learnt to advance in the  
   implementation SDG4-E2030. 

  The objective of this session was to share practices, challenges and lessons learnt on 
  innovative approaches for implementing policies aimed at achieving SDG4-E2030. 

Panel 3: Rethinking quality, equity, inclusion and teacher issues in light of life-long and life- 
   wide learning. 

 The objective of the session was to reflect on how life-long learning as the organizing 
 principle for educational systems changes the traditional conceptualizations of equity,  
 quality, inclusion as well as the way teachers’ issues are viewed. 

  During this panel, I was asked at the last minute to share some experiences as to how  
  Sint Maarten is handling the implementation of the SDG4-E2030 Agenda. I gave a  

 synopsis of how hurricane Irma interrupted the education process and that my  
 predecessor succeeded in reopening schools a few weeks after the hurricane. I 
mentioned, that it is not easy for a small twin-island state, such as Sint Maarten, to 
implement the globally established SDGs. Sint Maarten’s two main problems are the 
shortage of capacity such as statisticians and the lack of funds, especially now when we 
are busy with the reparation and reconstruction of school buildings. In Sint Maarten’s 
situation the budget is barely enough to maintain the education system and this leaves 
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us with no funds for innovation, reform or the implementation of the SDG4 – E2030 
Agenda. 
I shared this Panel with the Honorable Ministers of Education from Brazil and Guatemala. 
Apparently these Ministers had prior knowledge that they would be presenting so they 
were able to use a PowerPoint presentation. I told the participants that since I was not 
given much time I would present the information according to the old pedagogical 
method of teaching. At the end several people told me that the PowerPoint was not 
missing. 

 
In the evening the Hon. Mr. Roberto Aguilar, Minister of Education of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia offered all the participants a welcome dinner. 
 
Thursday, July 26 
 
On Thursday the panel discussions continued. 
 
Panel 4: Regional E2030 monitoring and reporting mechanisms: an opportunity for  

   reviewing and strengthening educational policies. 
   The purpose was to present the main advances in reaching monitoring mechanisms of  
   the SDG4 – E2030 Agenda at the regional and global levels and to identify national  
   challenges in the production of quality information for the implementation of said 
   mechanisms. 

Panel 5: Public education funding for the achievement of the E2030 Agenda. 
   The objective of this panel was to share experiences about diverse models of funding 

   education and information and knowledge management tools with the aim of  
   identifying recommendations at the regional level that support countries in achieving  
   SDG4-E2030 Agenda. 

 
At the end of Panel 5, the organizers presented a draft agreement that was adopted by all the 
Ministers of Education present on behalf of their countries. The draft agreement was handed to 
the participants the night before and we were asked to review and edit the draft and to present 
our corrections during the plenary session. During this session the text was projected and 
immediately edited as we the participants gave our input for improvements or changes. I was 
amazed to see how democratically and efficiently this was handled. 
 
After finalizing the draft agreement, which will bear the name the “Cochabamba Agreements” 
the Hon. Mr. Roberto Aguilar, Minister of Education of the Plurinational State of Bolivia thanked 
all participants and UNESCO workers for their attendance and participation after which he closed 
the meeting. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
As a member of UNESCO, Sint Maarten needs to continue to participate in these meetings in 
order to promote the SDG 2030 Agenda. For the Ministry of Education, Goal #4 is extremely 
important. The Ministry will need to review the 9 targets associated with SDG4 and determine 
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which targets are or may not be relevant for Sint Maarten. The Ministry will then need to begin 
to work on developing the relevant targets thereby ensuring that by 2030 SDG #4 is met. 
Important will be the collecting and analyzing of data so that the Ministry can ascertain the 
measure in which the targets have been met. 
My presentation regarding Sint Maarten was a high light for me at the Ministerial Meeting, 
whereby all who attended the meetings realized that even though our country is small in size and 
population the problems are just as complex as in the larger countries. 
Meeting and networking with colleague Ministers of Education from the Caribbean was also 
extremely important. During this trip I connected with especially Minister Lilian Ferrier of 
Suriname, Minister Armando Lampe of Aruba and Minister Michael Brown of Antigua. 
During the meeting, Caribbean Ministers on several occasions made UNESCO aware of the fact 
that not in all cases can the Caribbean be lumped together with Latin America because the 
Caribbean countries are unique with their own specificities. 
I am grateful to the Government of Sint Maarten for allowing me to represent my country at this 
high level meeting of Minister of Education. 
 
 

Background Information on Sustainable Development Goals Agenda 2030 
 
Heads of State, government leaders, UN high-level representatives and civil society met in 2015 
at the 70th Session of the United Nations General Assembly and adopted the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.  
 
On September 25th 2015, 193 countries adopted a set of goals to end poverty, protect the planet 
and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development agenda.  
 
On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development — adopted by world leaders in September, officially came into force.  
Over the next fifteen years, with these new Goals that universally apply to all, countries will 
mobilize efforts to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change, while 
ensuring that no one is left behind. For the Goals to be reached, everyone needs to do their part: 
governments, the private sector, civil society and people like you. 
 
The SDGs, also known as Global Goals, build on the success of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and aim to go further to end all forms of poverty. The new Goals are unique in that they 
call for action by all countries, poor, rich and middle-income to promote prosperity while 
protecting the planet. They recognize that ending poverty must go hand-in-hand with strategies 
that build economic growth and addresses a range of social needs including education, health, 
social protection, and job opportunities, while tackling climate change and environmental 
protection. 
 
While the SDGs are not legally binding, governments are expected to take ownership and 
establish national frameworks for the achievement of the 17 Goals.  Countries have the primary 
responsibility for follow-up and review of the progress made in implementing the Goals, which 
will require quality, accessible and timely data collection.  
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The 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted in 2015 are: 
1. End extreme poverty in all forms by 2030. 
2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture. 
3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 
4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all. 
5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 
6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. 
7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. 
8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment and decent work for all. 
9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 

foster innovation. 
10. Reduce inequality within and among countries. 
11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 
12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 
13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. 
14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development. 
15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial Ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss. 

16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. 

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 
sustainable development. 

 
 

Background Information on UNESCO’s SDG4 Education Agenda 2030 
 
Sustainable Development Goal #4 deals with Education which plays a central role throughout the 
2030 Agenda. 
 
SDG-4 aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all” by 2030. In other words, the objective of Goal #4 is to ensure that all people 
have access to quality education and the opportunity for lifelong learning. This Goal goes beyond 
school enrolment and looks at proficiency levels, the availability of trained teachers and adequate 
school facilities, and disparities in education outcomes.  
 
Goal #4 is comprised of ten targets to guide countries along a transformative path to a 
sustainable education agenda. 
 
Target 4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality 

primary and secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning 
outcomes. 
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Target 4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood  

development, care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary 
education. 

 
Target 4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality  
  technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university. 
 
Target 4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have 

relevant skills, including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent  
jobs and entrepreneurship. 

 
Target 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all  

levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons 
with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations. 

 
Target 4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men  
  and women, achieve literacy and numeracy. 
 
Target 4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to  
  promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education 

for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender  
equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 
development. 

 
Target 4.8 Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender  

sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning 
environments for all. 

 
Target 4.9 By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to  

developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island 
developing States and African countries, for enrolment in higher education, 
including vocational training and information and communications technology, 
technical, engineering and scientific programs, in developed countries and other 
developing countries. 

 
Target 4.10 By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through 

international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially 
least developed countries and small island developing States. 
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