
HUMAN TRAFFICKING: 

Modern Day Slavery 

For most people, the slave trade ended 

centuries ago. But for some, the slave 

trade is still alive today. 

 

Though you can’t see their chains, many peo-

ple throughout the Caribbean are brought, 

sold, trapped, tricked, lured and imprisoned 

every year by “human traffickers” – the mod-

ern day equivalent of slave traders.  

 Human traffickers have one goal: to 

profit from the exploitation of human cargo. 

Some are paid large amounts of money to 

deliver unsuspecting laborers to agricultural 

or construction sites. Others get free favors 

and services for recruiting vulnerable women 

to work as prostitutes, dancers, or domestic 

workers in the city. Still others get free labour 

by luring young children into what seems like 

a better life.  

 However the traffickers profit, one 

element is constant – trafficking victims 

suffer. Many are forced to work in deadly con-

ditions with little or no pay. Some are threat-

ened with violence or beaten into submission. 

Others have their passports, identification 

papers and money seized. 

 

But it can be stopped…  

Help is available. 

The National Reporting Bureau on Human 

Trafficking provides assistance for victims of ex-

ploitation.  

 

Everything you say is in complete confidence, it 

will not be passed on to anyone else.  

 

If you know someone who may be a victim of 

trafficking, or if you want to know more about 

human trafficking, please contact: 

 

National Reporting Bureau on Human Trafficking 

A.Th. Illidge road #6, Phillipsburg, Sint Maarten 

T:  (721) 542-1553 

E: naticotip@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook :  

National Reporting Bureau on Human 

Trafficking-Min. of Justice StMaarten 

 

 

Office hours are from 8:00am till 17.00pm 

Monday through Friday 

mailto:naticotip@gmail.com


What is Trafficking in Person? 

Human trafficking is a crime in which traffickers 
profit form the exploitation of individuals, luring 
these victims to a place where they can be con-
trolled. 

Human trafficking often begins with a false 
promise of opportunity. Victims are promised 
good jobs, and then are forced into dangerous, 
illegal or abusive work. Sometimes victims 
know what kind of work they will do, but are 
deceived about the conditions or pay. 

Other times victims are too young to make deci-
sions, and it I their parents who are deceived. In 
many cases, the trafficker is a known and trust-
ed person – a neighbor, an employer, even a 
relative.  

Victims are moved from one place to another. 
Sometimes they even cross borders, either le-
gally or illegally, and sometimes they are moved 
within a country, often from rural areas to the 
city. Because many victims have been deceived, 
they often seem to cooperate with their 
traffickers, not yet aware of the exploitation 
that awaits them. 

How do traffickers control their victims? 

VIOLENCE. Trafficking victims are frequently 
beaten, raped, deprived of food and water, 
drugged or tortured into submission. 

Sometimes violence is used as punishment; 
sometimes it is just a warning. Traffickers may 
even kill one victim in front of others to serve as 
an example. 

FEAR. The threat of violence or deportation is 
enough to keep many victims subdued – espe-
cially when the threats are against the victims 
loved ones. 

DEBT. Many traffickers “loan” their victims trav-
el money, which victims agree to repay from 
their wages once they start their new job.  

Traffickers often add “fees” for basic expenses 
like food and lodgings, creating a cycle of debt 
that many victims cannot escape. 

CONFISCATION.  Traffickers often confiscate 
the identity and travel documents and travel 
documents of their victims. This makes it very 
difficult for victims to seek help or escape. 

ISOLATION.  Many victims are prevented from 
communicating in their own language or having 
contact with persons from similar backgrounds. 
Some victims are forcibly locked away from the 
outside world, sometimes in chains. 

SHAME. Especially in case of those forced into 
prostitution, shame keeps many victims from 
escaping their tormentors. Traffickers may 
threaten to tell a victim’s family or community 
that she/he has engaged in illicit acts. 

DISTRUST. Because many victims come from 
countries where the police are viewed as a 
force of oppression, they may be unwilling to 
contact the authorities for help. Traffickers 
often reinforce this perception. 

WHAT DOES HUMAN TRAFFICKING LOOK LIKE? 

Human trafficking has many faces. The Caribbean, the most common forms of exploitation in human trafficking include: 

DOMESTIC SERVITUDE. Trafficking victims may be 

forced into child care, house cleaning, laundry or 

other domestic tasks, sometimes accompanied by 

sexual exploitation.  

FORCED LABOUR. Trafficking victims have been 

found working for little or no pay, under often brutal 

circumstances, in agriculture, mining, construction, 

fishing, stores, markets and restaurants. 

SEXUAL SLAVERY. Trafficking victims are forced into 

all kinds of sexual exploitations, including, strip tease, 

prostitution in brothels, snacks, bars and mining 

camps. In some instances, young girls are forced into 

sexual relationships with men by family members.  

“Stella was brought by a professional 

couple to look after their children. 

When the family left home they 

would lock her in the house. She was 

paid no wages, and her passport was 

taken away.” 

“Boys aged 14-20 were brought from 

their village to work with this business 

man. These boys have to do all the 

fetching and packing, clean yard, wash 

concrete, clean shop. The man works 

them like slaves. They are not paid, and 

he would hardly give them food.” 

“Someone promised my maid’s 

niece, who was 17 at the time, a big 

career in bakery. But when she 

came, it was to work as a prostitute.” 


