
Sint Maarten 

Live Animal Import Guide 

2023

Dogs, cats and ferrets

Guideline on how to acquire entry permission for 

your companion pet or l ive animal to Sint Maarten 

(Dutch Part).  



Animal Movement Permit 

Ministry of TEATT 

Permit of Animal Movement

ARE YOU PLANNING TO ENTER WITH OR IMPORT A LIVE ANIMAL INTO SINT MAARTEN 

(DUTCH PART)?

Then you must obtain entry permission in the form of the Animal Movement Permit 

from Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries within the inspection department of the 

Ministry of TEATT. 

The import permit serves as verification to transport agencies and port authorities that the 

animal’s health status has been reviewed by the competent authorities in Sint Maarten and 

has met the requirements of Sint Maarten’s relevant legislation, thus, can be granted 

unhindered passage through a port of entry within the jurisdiction of Sint Maarten. 
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The application form can be accessed here: Sint Maarten Animal Movement Application 

https://services.sintmaartengov.org/form.aspx?fid=7506d1f4-9873-4a92-a24f-a45db6f47744&s0=t&s0=t&v=C5f6GagHNo


Document requirements

for the Animal Movement Permit 

The main documents requ ired for  the  app l icat ion are  the fo l lowing:

• A digital  copy of  the val id passport  belonging  to the ind iv idua l  accompanying  or 

impor t ing the  an imal .

• Travel  i t inerary  or  consignment i ssued by  the  a i r l ine,  sh ipping,  or  book ing agency.

• Must  d isp lay  t rave ler ’s  name,  f l ight  name and number,  overv iew of  the  trave l  

journey f rom star t  to  end.  

• If  appl icable,  A business  l icenses  for  local  business  (e .g .,  pet  stores)  impor t ing  l ive 

an imals .   

The animal’s health document requirements will vary depending on the category of entry

(SEE NEXT PAGES) 
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CATEGORIES OF ENTRY 

There are currently three (3) categories of entry which have different 

documentation requirements to obtain the import permit.  

First- Time Entry Re-Entry In-Transit 
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FIRST-TIME ENTRY 

An an imal ’s  entry  i s  c lass i f ied  as  “F i rst- t ime”  i f  i ts  movement  i s  assoc iated with the 

purpose  of  the owner moving to or  vacat ion ing  on Sint  Maar ten (Dutch  par t)  or for  sa le  

at  a loca l  establ i shment  which  has  a  bus iness  l icense  with  the  purpose  of  t rade  or  sa le  

of  l ive  an imals  (e .g .,  pet  shop).  The appl icat ion request must be accompanied by the 

fo l lowing documents: 

• An endorsed veterinary  health  cert i f icate  i s sued by  the competent  author i ty  

respons ib le  for  l ive  an imal  export  in  the  country  of  depar ture .  The endorsement  date 

shou ld  not  be ear l ie r  than four teen (14)  days before  the animal ’s  arr iva l  in S int  

Maarten .  (See las t  two (2)  pages  for  l i s t  o f  competent  author i t ies  per  country.)    

 

• The proof  of  Rabies vaccinat ion for  dogs,  cats  and ferrets  (th is  can be ment ioned 

on the veter inary  hea l th  cer t i f i cate) .   

First- Time Entry 
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RE-ENTRY 

An animal  intended for  import  is  c lass i f ied  as  “Re-Entry”  i f  the fo l lowing  documents  

are  submitted wi th  the app l icat ion: 

• A veterinary  health  cert i f icate  i ssued by a  l icensed veter inar ian  in the  country  of  

depar ture .  The issuance  date  should  not  be  any ear l ie r  than fourteen  (14)  days 

before the  an imal ’s  a rr iva l  in  S int  Maar ten .    

• A veterinary  health  cert i f icate issued by a l i censed veterinarian  in  Sint  Maarten 

(Dutch part)  with  an issuance date no ear l ie r  than s ix  (6)  months  pr ior  to  the  date 

of  the an imal ’s  upcoming arr iva l  in  S int  Maar ten .  

• Pet owners  who f requent  the  is land with the i r  companion pet  are st rongly 

urged to keep the i r  an imal ’s  health  records  up to date  at  the i r  loca l  

veter inary  c l in ic  in  S int  Maarten,  even for  vacc inat ions  and t reatments  done 

abroad in  the home country.     

• The proof  of  Rabies vaccinat ion for  dogs,  cats  and ferrets  (th is  can be ment ioned 

on the veter inary  hea l th cer t i f i cate) .   

Re-Entry 
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(See next page for Re-entry exemption)



RE-ENTRY (Exemption)  

Animals  re-enter ing  the is land with in  14 days  f rom the issuance date of  a  veter inar ian  

health  cert i f i cate  issued  in  S int  Maarten  does not  need to be  accompanied  by  an 

add i t iona l  hea l th  cer t i f i cate  f rom the  depar ture  country.  

Example:  

An an imal  return ing to  S int  Maar ten  f rom the Un i ted  States  of  Amer ica  on Ju ly  10 th 

accompanied by a  hea l th  cer t i f i ca te  i ssued in  S int  Maar ten on Ju ly  1 st.  

The proof  of  Rabies  vaccinat ion for  dogs,  cats  and ferrets  (th is  can be ment ioned  on 

the veter inary  health  cer t i f icate)  i s  st i l l  required  for  the  appl icat ion even with  th is  

exempt ion.    Re-Entry 
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In-Transit  

An an imal ’ s  movement  i s  c lass i f ied  as  “In-Transit”  i f  i t  w i l l  depart  to  the  dest inat ion  

country  w i th in  twenty - four  (24)  hours .  An  examp le  o f  an  In-Trans i t  movement  i s :  

• USA/Canada/Europe  TO  Sa int  Barthe lemy,  Saba,  S in t  Eustat ius ,  St .  K i t ts ,  Angu i l l a  

e t c .  v ia  S in t  Maar ten

The  fo l lowing documentat ion  w i l l  need  to  be  submi t ted  w i th  the  app l i ca t ion:  

1 . A veter inary  health  cert i f i cate  i s sued  by  a  l i censed  veter inar ian  in  the country  

o f  depar ture;  no  endorsement i s  needed  fo r  S in t  Maar ten.  

2. Proof  of  approved entry  f rom the competent  author i t i es  o f  the  dest inat ion  

country  respons ib le  for  l ive  an imal  import  (e .g . ,  Import  permit  for  Angu i l l a  or  EU 

pet  passport  fo r  en t ry  in to  EU member  s ta te  o r  te r r i tory) .  

3 . A t ravel  i t inerary  showing onward journey .  

In-Transit 

Requests that cannot meet this requirement must follow the requirements for First-time Entry
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Animal Movement Authorization 

If  the animal is not travel l ing with the pet owner (the person whose name is on 

the veterinary health certi f icate) then the appl ication must be accompanied by 

the Animal Movement Authorization Form. This form should be submitted 

along with a digital  copy of the owner ’s  passport. 

This is to create transparency and traceabil i ty of an animal ’s   movement into or 

through Sint Maarten. 
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The EU Pet Passport can be used for proof of rabies vaccination and entry permission into destination (e.g., Saint 

Barthelemy, Saint-Martin). If the EU pet passport will be used for one of the abovementioned purposes, the 

following information from the passport must be submitted with the application:

• The microchip page. 

• The animal description page 

• The page  conta in ing the  la test  Rab ies  vacc inat ion.  

IMPORTANT:  

- The EU passport  number must  be  v i s ib le  on  a l l  s canned  pages  o f  the  document  to  

ver i f y  the  connect ion between the  an ima l  and  the  in format ion presented  f rom the  

book le t .  

- EU pets  must  s t i l l  be  accompanied  by  a  paper  ve ter inary  hea l th  ce r t i f i ca te .  

- The stamp in  the “c l in ica l  examinat ion”  or  “legal izat ion”  sect ion  of  the 

passport  wi l l  not  be accepted as a subst i tute  for  the paper  hea lth  

cert i f i cate .  
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Application Process 

- The application should be submitted between 14 to 5 days 

before arrival in Sint Maarten. 

- Applications submitted after this timeframe are not guaranteed to 

receive a decision in time for the intended arrival date. 

- The import permit can be issued within the same day once the 

application has been submitted or f inalized with al l  required 

information and documents. 
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Additional Information

- I f  yo u  a r e  ar r iv i n g  a t  P r i nc e s s  J u l i an a  I n tern at io n a l  A i r p or t  ( PJ I A ) ,  t he n  yo u  a r e  e nte r in g  t h e  

D u tc h  par t  o f  t h e  i s l an d ,  S i n t  M a arte n ,  w h ic h  ha s  d i f fere nt  ( l i ve  a n i m al )  i m por t  reg u l a t i o n s  

f rom that  o f  S a int - Mar t in  (F rench  Par t ) .   

- Al l  re qu i re d  d oc u m ent s  M U ST  B E  I N  E N GL I S H  O R  AC CO M PA N I E D  BY  E N GL IS H  T R A N S L AT IO N  a n d  

in  A d o b e  P DF  for m at  u n d er  5  m ega by te s  ( M B )  to  b e  s uc ce s s f u l l y  a ttac he d  to  t h e  ap p l i cat i o n  

when  submi tte d .  

- U p  to  t hree  ( 3 )  a n im a l s  ca n  b e  s u b mi tte d  o n  o n e  ( 1 )  ap p l i cat io n .  I f  yo u  are  t rave l l i ng  w i t h  m ore  

than  th i s  a mou nt ,  you  must  submit  a  new a p p l i cat i o n  for  the  add i t io n a l  a n ima ls .

- E MOTI O N AL  S U P P ORT  A N D  S E RV IC E  A N I M A L S  A R E  NOT  E X E M PT E D  F RO M  T H E  L IV E  A N I M A L  

IMPORT CONDI TI O N S  FOR  S INT  MAART E N .  
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Contact Information

If you require more information pertaining to live animal import 

into Sint Maarten, please contact us at: 

LVV@sintmaartengov.org 

Monday to Friday: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
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IMPORTANT LINKS 
Sources for animal movement information per country

ANGUILLA 

• Department  o f  N atura l  Res o urces  

CANADA 

• Canadian  Fo o d Ins pect io n  A gency  (CF IA )  

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

• Direcc ión  Genera l  de  Ganader ía  (D IGEGA )  

FRANCE 

• Direct ion  départementa le  de  la  pro tect ion  de  

l a  po pulat io n  (DDPP)  
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UNITED KINGDOM OF BRITAIN 

• Department  fo r  Env i ro nment

Fo o d &  R ura l  A f fa i rs

UNITED STATES  OF  AMERICA 

• United  S tates  Department  o f  Agr icu l ture  –  An imal  

and P lant  Hea l th  Ins pect io n  S er v ices  (US DA-APHIS)  

THE NETHERLANDS 

• N ether lands  Fo o d and Co ns umer  Pro duct  S afety  

A utho r i ty  (N VWA )  

If the country you are arriving from is not listed above, contact the government agency in your country of departure 

responsible for public health, agriculture or veterinary service for more information. 
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http://www.gov.ai/department.php?id=3&dept=14
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/exports/pets/sint-maarten-dogs-cats-et-ferrets-/eng/1671802541583/1671802542458
https://www.ganaderia.gob.do/
https://www.nord.gouv.fr/Services-de-l-Etat/Horaires-et-coordonnees/Direction-departementale-de-la-protection-de-la-population-DDPP
https://www.nord.gouv.fr/Services-de-l-Etat/Horaires-et-coordonnees/Direction-departementale-de-la-protection-de-la-population-DDPP
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pet-travel/by-country/pettravel-stmaarten
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pet-travel/by-country/pettravel-stmaarten
https://www.nvwa.nl/onderwerpen/huisdieren-en-reizen/met-uw-hond-kat-of-fret-naar-land-buiten-de-eu-reizen
https://www.nvwa.nl/onderwerpen/huisdieren-en-reizen/met-uw-hond-kat-of-fret-naar-land-buiten-de-eu-reizen
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